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Washington Gets Uneasy As 
Socialists Fight For Peace 



'PROTECTING" 
AMERICA 

By LINCOLN l'HIFER. 



_„ , , j The farmers who arc selling their 

If he frowns on it, Congress will halt, products at high prices because of 
delay and pass it up. war an( j possible war will favor pre- 



In one sense, of the term, it would ; paration for war— always in the name 
be more democratic if Congress were 0 f peace. 

to pass the resolution either over the j . 

an I President's expressed will or in spite The small dealers who will be pcr- 
' of it, for this would mean that Con- • mitted to pick up the crumbs from 
gress was obeying a tremendous wave j the rich man's table will, cringe and 
of public opinion, and actually per- ; shout for preparedness louder than 
forming its constitutional function of j anybody. 

representing the people, regardless of i „ : 

what the President or anybody other I They fix the price of preparedness, 

than the people desires. But in theory ! now, at half a billion dollars. Before I display and sodden debauchery that 
the President represents a big politi- we S et thru with it, it will run t<i ;,en j characterized the last days of old 
- - - billions. There will be both a high | Rome, 

tariff and bond issues. 



WASHINGTON, D. C— Official Washington is discussing very un- Ti . , , j it 
easily, the announcement by the Socialist National Executive Com-! It is c ear that the program for 
mittee that it will send a delegation to the White House to ask j preparedness is to be jammed thru. 
President Wilson to convene a mediation conference of neutral nations, as ~ • 

provided in Rep. Meyer London's resolution. At the office of the. Chiefs If the people will not stand for it 
Executive, and across the way in the office of the Secretary of State, the i 1 ? an y other way, it is now plain from j 
latest move by the Socialists has disturbed the placid routine'. Evidently the ! the note to Austria .that a war will be 
Socialists will not be suppressed in their demands that the United States 1 provoked to make it go thru. j 
government try to bring peace to Europe. I „ x , """ .,, L . ' j 

^ Rep. London of New York, who started all the trouble by introducing in ! ^L^ess v"ll not be* 

the House on the first day of the session a resolution for mediation, was in \ \ basis the 

New York to report to mass-meetings of his constituents, when the news of f v C 0 X rs v ith iob? in mimiHon nlants 
the action at party headquarters reached the capital. It was known, however, r° r film it munition plants 

that he had suggested to the Socialist National Executive Committee that the I . j 

whole machinery of the party be 
brought into play in behalf of the 
peace movement. So the administra- 
tion, recently surrendered to the 
militarist propaganda, will blame 
London for the persistence of the So- 
cialists in making the matter 
issue. 

Administration Officials Depressed. 

The names of Eugene V. Debs, four 
times the nominee of his party for 
President? Morris Hillquit, inter- 
national secretary of the party for 
the United States, and James H. 
Maurer, member of the Pennsylvania 
legislature and president of the Penn- 
sylvania State Federation of Labor, 
have impressed the administration 
officials. These names spell a mandate 
from the wage-earners of the coun- 
try. Not even the most self-satisfied 
Democratic politicians can afford to 
overlook it. 

What the Socialist organization of 
the United States is saying to 
. President Wilson, in sending this 
delegation to Washington, is con- 
strued here to be something after 
this fashion: 

"We want you to know now that 
the working class of the United 
States is opposed to the whole 
militarist program. We want you to 
know that you cannot command the 
working class vote in 191(5. unless you 
make a definite move to ' unite the 
peace forces of the world to stop the 
slaughter in Europe. You can stop 
the war if yon set about doing it. The 
working class in every country in 
Europe will sympathize with and 
will aid your efforts toward peace. 
You have the biggest opportunity 
that, has come to any American in 
half a century. 

"But if you refuse to act now, the 
working class in this country and'io 
every other country in the civilized 
world will hold you responsible for 
America's failure to act. Hundreds of 



WILL IT BE ALL, MR. WILSON? 

YOU ARE ASKING congress to appropriate half a billion dollars for preparation for war 
under the hypocritical pretense of getting ready for peace, Mr. Wilson? 
Will you tell the American people how much of that has already been expended— with- 
out authorization from congress? 

Will you guarantee, Mr. Wilson, that, if half a billion is expended for the purpose nam- 
ed, it will be ail? / 

Will you insure that Europe will not take alarm from our action and meet our pre- 
paration with greater preparation against us? 

Will you give bond that'Europe's preparation will not call for still greater preparation 
on our part? Can you tell where the expenditure will stop? 

And will you : Mr. Wilson, put the plutocrats under bond, forfeiture of which will be 
immediate hanging, to not provoke a war in case we prepare'for peace? 

Will you, as a student of history, inform the people that the creation of a military gov- 
ernment such as you recommend will not mean the overthrow of the republic? Will you de- 
clare that no republics have been overthrown in the past under similar conditions? 

What will be the end of this thing you undertake, Mr. Wilson? Will you go down in 
history as the cause of the overthrow of American institutions? 



FLOUR AND BEANS 

By ADOLPH GERMER. 



cal party and is authorized to speak 
for it. If the Socialists can force the 
Democrats into acceptance of their 



proposal, it will mean 
for the principles 
altho the Democrats 
nominal credit. 



a big victory 
of socialism, 
will get the 



Murder-Training In 
Our Schools 



Democrats are not bold enough to 
meet the demands of the exploiters. 
Therefore republicans are coming into 
power. The people will vote to go the 
limit. 



OLD PARTIES ALIKE. 

By MEYER LONDON. 



This is what "preparation" means. ; 
ft is only a symptom. It is hypocriti- : 
cal in its claims. It does not mean ; 
protection for anyone or anything but ! 
those robbers and murderers who ! 
shall be able to subdue the other i 
robbers and murdere'-s. We face the i 
end of the world. The downfall of j 



WM. F. KRUSE. 



because* trf ^twr failure." Thrctrot- the which is nothing more than a modi 

tied protective tariff 



campaign of this year the Socialists 
of the United States will point to your 
record, and by this r< cord yen and 
your party will be judged among the 
millions of the wageworkers. 

Must Break Web of Red Tape. 
"We come in person, and quietly, to 
ask you to take now the first steps 
toward peace. We ask you to break 
the web of red tape in which secret 
diplomacy has tied the neutral gov- 
ernments. If you do not act, we shall 
take the issue to the American people, 
and you and your majority in Con- 
gress will hear from 7 us." 

That is the sort of challenge that 
the Wilson administration and its 
State Department would avoid. But 
the Socialists have so dramatized 
their protest, by sending three of 
their biggest men to call at the 
White House, that the Democrats 
must smile and pretend that they are 
willing to discuss the (juestion. 

State Department officials are 
watching with equal interest ' the 
forthcoming attempt of the American 
Socialist forces to get similar agit- 
ation started in all of the neutral 
countries abroad. Socialists are strong 
enough in Sweden, Norway, Den- 
mark, Holland and Spain, as well as 
in Switzerland, to bring the London 
resolution to the attention of the gov- 
ernments of all of those nations. Old- 
fashioned diplomacy has not succeed- 
ed in getting any serious proposal of 
mediation from these governments 
since the first few months of the war. 
If the American Socialists secure the 
co-operation of the Socialists of 
neutral Europe in their plan, then 
the beginning of the end of the 
struggle will be in siglr>._ t 

Rep. London, now in New York 
City, will receive the Socialist national 



Socialists must fight militarism 
along strictly Socialist lines to get 
the greatest result from their efforts. 

We can now rally around our ban- 
ner all those who are opposed to mili- 
tarism. The forces that are fighting 

in common have no definite program, 

nothing like our logic and they must j u m t America 
finally revert to us. We will rally all ; inst E th 

those who see in Socialism a higher Europe to prena 
international code than exists between:" „.uu 

<- t. „n 4i.~„„ „i,.iwe trust with preparj 



It will cost America more to pre- 
pare against Europe than it will cost, ^ „, t,„„j 
i.ll Europe to prepare against Amer- clvlluallon lb aL hamL . 
ica, because this country has more And the churchmen and editors and 
open sea coast, than al! Europe. politicians who are forcing this issue 

.,, , "7 r~~ , x are guilty of the blood of millions. 

It will cost America more to pre- 1 Th - ^ . th M to 

pare against Europe \han it will cost , A 

all Europe to prepare, because this 



country has more land borders un- 
protected by mountains than all 
Europe has. 



j destruction and they themselves shall 
! be destroyed. They are lighting fires 
i that shall burn all that they hold dear. 



nations at present, and all those who 
believe our first concern is to devote 
ourselves io the solution of the eco- 
nomic problems that confront us as 
well. 

There will be practically no differ- 
ence between the old parties in the 
coming presidential campaign. The 
old issue between protection and free 
trade was abandoned by the Demo- 
crats when they announced their read- 
an or.ti-dnmfung bill. 



and scoundrels. 



I This is the price we pay for retain- 
more to pre-', m £ ,ne infamous profit system. The 
't will cost I people were shown it was dishonest 
re because they j ano " destructive and they clung to it. 
preparation are traitors | Now they must reap the r results of i 



The Democrats have also antici- 
pated the Republicans by stealing 
from them the issue of 'Americanism' 
and also cleverly swiping from t he 
capable hand? of Theodore Roosevelt 
the 'Preparedness' agitation. The 
candidates of both parties will thus 
talk, 'Preparedness,' 'Americanism' 
and 'Protection,' and it will be only a 
question of personality and popularity 
of the candidates. The question of 
principle will have completely dis- 
appeared. 

We Socialists will then be in a po- 
sition to emphasize the genuineness of 
our movement by a firm stand for 
anti-militarism, for international 
peace and for social legislation. 
It is by continually asserting them 



their free choice. What I have out 
lined is logical to that system. If it 
In view of these facts it is no j continues it is hopeless to struggle 
wonder that President Wilson hints j against it. 

at revolution for Canada and a Pan i ■ 

Americanism that will unite offensive-] This is the crisis confronting the 
ly and defensively against Europe. world in some of its aspects. Next 
- * -— I week I shall consider other aspects of 

Unless Canada does rebel against j the crisis. It is 4s feasible t nd scien- 
England, a possible war would leave | titic to forecast such things as it 
this country subject to invasion at a u vou id De to forecast the fall of the 
hundred plftaff, wholly apart > ivomJ. tC ' A ves hi -thC coding of the flowers,. 

forts and battleships along our coasts, j - 

. j rp ne picture seems black. Yet there 

Unless all America unites against jj s a brightness to it too. In spite of 
Europe, it would be an easy matter a n that I have said I believe the full 
for either the German allies or the | emancipation of the world is very 



English allies to conquer America 
country by country. 

If all America does unite, then it 
will mean a contest such as was never 
waged before, extending perhaps thru 
half a century, and in the end either 
America or Europe will be wrecked. 

There can be no stopping in the 
work of preparation, because every- 
thing done will provoke counter pre- 
paration and that in turn will mean 
further preparation by this country. 



near. Yet we shall not escape our 
| reaping. Belgium has reaped for the 
horrors of the Congo, Serbia for the 
slaughter of her former, rulers and the 
enslavement of her workers, end Eng- 
land for the starvation of India. Evil 
is being cut down. After it falls then 
good shall grow. 



There can be no stoppage in the 
work of preparation, because when it 
selves in" every district to every Con- ! does stop, so much will be tied up in 
gressman, particularly to their own j munition works that it will mean a 



Representative, that the intelligent 
and wide awake Socialist movement 
holds the balance of power today. Con- 
gressmen are shaky on this question 
of 'preparedness' and a hundred let- 
ters from Socialists whom they 
respect, let me tell you, will have ef- 
fect. 

Pire away at your own Congress- 
man instead of at me and our million 
Socialists may completely change the 
minds of some of the members in 
Washington that have not yet made 
\ip their minds. 

My answer is to get busy and roll 
up the biggest Socialist vote in the 
history of the country and help elect 
enough Socialist Congressmen to be 
the balance of power in the next Con- 
gress. We should have at least twenty. 



PALATKA, FLA., SENDS REGRETS 
Palatka, Fla., has extended the keys 
of the city and opened its doors to 
delegation when it comes to Wash- j Ida Crouch-Hazlett, Socialist lecturer 
ington. land organizer. In this way Palatka 

■ -* ! makes amends for the action of its 

AWAIT WHITE HOUSE DECISION, j chief of police in arresting, the Social 



By Lucien Saint. 

WASHINGTON. — Will President 
Woodrow Wilson receive Eugene V. 
Debs, Morris Hillquit and James H. 
Maurer who, with Representative 
Meyer London of New York, have 
asked for a conference for the purpose 
of securing support for the idea of a 
conference of neutral nations to dis- 
cuss terms of peace? Secretary to the 
President Tumulty has by th*s time 
received the requests of these men for 
an appointment, but as yet he has not 
made known his decision. 

Meyer London is working day and 
night for his resolution. He wants to 
see the war stopped, but he wants, 
strange as it may seem, more than, 
that. He wants to see secret diplomacy 
ended, for he believes that that is 
worse than war because it starts wars 
at the behest of a small obligarchy — 
whether German. Austrian, British, 
French or American. He believes with 
millions of other working people that 
the time has come for the people to 
declare themselves on policies of state. 
He wants to get the people into the 
habit of formulating their own diplo- 
macy. His resolutiou is a first step 
toward that end. 

For these reasons London is going 
straight to the man who holds more 
power in his hands than any one man 
in the country — Woodrow Wilson. If 
Wilson says the word, Congress will 
pass the resolution without debate. 



ist lecturer some time ago, and refus- 
ing her permission to speak in the 
city. 

Ida Crouch-Hazlett has just receiv- 
ed a letter from the city clerk of 
Palatka, announcing the action of the > 
city council in adopting a report of 
the police committee declaring, "That 
the city clerk be instructed to address 
a letter to Mrs. Ida Crouch-Hazlett 
expressing regret of the city officials 
for any humiliation caused hei; while 
in our city which may have been due 
to the action of our chief of police 
while endeavoring to carry out the 
instructions of his superior officer, 
which said instructions we have been 
unable to verify, owing to an act of 
Providence, namely, the death of 
Mayor Kennerly; and to assure Mrs. 
Ida Crouch-Hazlett of the full co- 
operation and protection of ottr police 
department in the future exercise of 
all the constitutional rights of Amer- 
ican citizenship." . 

Florida Socialists feel they have 
won a great victory and are enthusi- 
astic in their preparations for the 
three months' tour of the state by Ida 
Crouch-Hazlett which begins this 
month. 



panic such as the world never wit- 
nessed. 

And it must be remembered that 
the very fellows who are doing the 
work have been paid for preparation 
in the past that consisted of rotten 
armor plate, canned worms and shells 
that would not explode. 

They are the sort of scoundrels that 
will repeat their swindle and iaagh at 
the threat to the country and the lives 
of workers that may be sacrificed be- 
cause of their treachery; and all the 
time they will howl for patriotism. 

No difference, therefore, how much 
we spend for preparation, with these 
swindlers in charge of the work, there 
will be no preparation. Europe will 
spend a fourth as much and get better 
results than we do. 



Would We All Do It? 

By JOHN M. WORK. 



SPEAKING of the capitalists who 
constantly oppose every im- 
provement in the condition of the 
working class, we frequently hear it 
said, "If you were in their place, you 
would do the same thing." 

Of course, even if this were, true, it 
would be no argument whatsoever 
against Socialism, if true, there is 
not a single grain of a reason in it to 
sustain the working class in per- 
mitting itself to be exploited out of. 
most of its earnings by the capitalist 
class. 

* * * *• 

BUT IT IS not true. 
The average Socialist has developed 
beyond that stage. 

There are plenty of us who have 
deliberately side-stepped the oppor- 
tunity to get rich, in order to work for 
our ideals. There are plenty of us 
who right now have ample opportuni- 
ties to get rich, but who prefer to 
spend our spare time in working for 
the cause, instead of doing the things 
which it would be necessary for us to 
do in order to get rich. 

Then, the host, who have not had 
these exceptional opportunities have 



Beside, our preparation becomes a 
threat against Europe. The monarchs 

of those countries, being responsible ^ ^ _ _ _ _ 

to no one. and never changing their j n evertnelesV*as""a Tule "robbed them- 
policies, will be ready to attack usj se i ves of tne cna nce of advancement, 
while we are crossing some river of j m order to wor k f or tne cause. By 
an election. | toadying to the boss, they could have 

Then there wilTTome a demand for wa S es and better 

a military dictator to take charge of j po ^w 
this country and ysave us in at emer- 



The Socialist movement has invaded 
India. A national conference has been 
held and a newspaper called the Path- 
finder, has been established at Sura- 
baja. > 



gency. Preparation for war therefore 
means war and also means a practi- 
cal overthrow of our institutions. 

The dissensions in congress over 
details of preparation will be used as 
an argument, when the crisis comes, 
for setting aside congress for a 'mili- 
tary commission, and the commission 
will come without consulting the 
people about it. 

The world has degenerated more in, 
the past two years than it advanced 
in the past fifty. Ten years more of 
the same progress towards barbarism, 
and there will be no one who can he 
trusted while anyone who protests 
will be silenced by force. 

Ten years of similar retrogression, 
and murder and rape and loot will be 
taken as matters of course. Teh years 
of similar retrogression at home, and 
the masters will openly admit that 
they live by robbery and murder and 
dare you to object. 

Ten years more of the same retro- 
gression that has come, not to Europe, 
but in America, and not one in five 
will be able to read and write, while 
the rich will return to the barbaric 



They have deliberately brushed 
these things aside and chosen to be 
true to themselves and their prin- 
ciples. 

They have chosen to work for their 
ideals and "take the consequences. 

* * * <• 

IT IS therefore utterly false to say 
of them that if they were capitalists* 
they would oppose the emancipation 
of the working class. 

The truth is that if the average So 
cialist were to become a capitalist, he 
would pour out his money freely for 
the purpose of converting the people 
to Socialism. Of course he would tak« 
the unearned income on his money, so 
long as the capitalist system lasts. 
What else could he do' 

But he would use the money for a 
good purpose. 

He would use it in for the purpose 
of bringing about Socialism. 

The Socialists of Salonika, Greece, 
are in revolt. The Allies' oceupaney 
of their country without invitation 
does not seem to suit the Socialists 
there. But while they constitute a 
larger part »f the population, they 
are unable ' 'to do much more than 
protest, as r&e government troops on 
guard at *®»at> point are loyalists. 



OOK OUT. workers, the masters 
are going to try it on a different 
tack this time. The militia does 
not attract sufficient cannon-fodder 
into the service of the capitalist 
class, and even within the ranks of 
the Boy Scouts there is a minority 
that tries to muster opposition to the 
glaringly militaristic features of that 
organization. So they try a different 
method of attack. 

This time it is the offer of a free 
course of "setting up exercises, such 
as is used at West Point, and a 
simple military drill" as an addition 
to the curriculum of the Chicago High 
Schools. That, organ of the master- 
class. The Tribune, stands sponsor to 
the offer and the parents of the boys 
arc being circularized in the effort to 
create a "public demand" for this sort 
of poison. No more appropriate time 
could be chosen by these crafty 
servants of re-action. Many people 
arc in the grip of carefully nurtured 
armament, hysteria and are ready to 
give up their dearest liberties in the 
interests of preparedness against an 
imaginary foe. 

"The proposed drill will also im- 
prove the discipline of the boy 3, teach 
them a much needed respect for 
authority and increase their patriot- 
ism." This is the object, as stated in 
The Tribune's letter, of these Cadet 
Corps. "A much needed respect for 
authority"— whose authority, and by 
whom so "much needed"? This is a 
question that the enlightened work- 
ers will do well to consider. 

ANOTHER OBJECT of ' the plan, 
as stated in the letter, is to have this 
military corps supplant the "gangs, 
secret societies, and other organiz- 
ations in which many high school 
boys find — not always to their own 
benefit — an outlet for their energy, as 
well as training in co-operative 
effort". The man that drew up that 
clause has read history. He probably 
knows that in the German revolution 
of 1848 the student's organizations 
that he wishes so hard to supplant, 
were at the very forefront of the 
worker's struggle for, political liber- 
ty, for the things that we here take 
as a matter of course. He probably 
knows that nowhere thruout the 
Russian empire does the spirit of 
liberty burn more fiercely than in the 
breasts of the young students. They 
reckon well, these bought brains; the 
"other organizations", where the boys 
give themselves "training in co- 
operative effort" must be done away 
with and supplanted by a military 
machine that will grind the staunch- 
ness out of their back-bones and the 
courage of revolt out of their hearts, 
that will change our thinking, living, 
human boys into inanimate cogs in 
the "patriotic" military machine. The 
capitalists read the signs well, they 
see the hand-writing on the wall, 
they fear the wave of intelligent 
protest that will surely come from 
the student body within the next few 
years, and they want to crush it while 
yet there is time. Already there are 
many undergraduates and high-school 
chapters of socialist students' organiz- 
ations, they are but the beginning; 
already many of the teachers are ris- 
ing in revolt against intolerable con- 
ditions — the masters see danger 
ahead, and they import the Prussian 
military machinery with which to 
stamp it out. ■■ 

There is another point that can 
hardly have been overlooked by the 
sponsors of this scheme* Tho apparent- 
ly democratic in the sense that any 
student can take up this course or 
leave it as the parents see fit, we 
must consider that thruout this 
country only thirteen per cent of the 
school-children go thru high school. 
Thirteen against eighty-seven. No 
wonder The Tribune promises prizes 
of "simple uniforms and equipment". 
We may wonder why the uniforms, 
but that answer is simple. In every 
uniformed rank a spirit of clannish- 
ness is developed — a feeling of "dif- 
ference" from the common clay who 
do not wear the same kind of gaudy 
rags on their carcasses — this will be 
so useful as to barrier to the' effect of 
"training for co-operative effort" in 
the cause of liberty with which, the 
students might otherwise become im- 
bued. It is surely a neat scheme! 

AND THERE is some pretty bait 
contained in the offer. First, the 
parents will not be put to any extra 
expense for unforms or gunjs, the 



good, kind masters will attend to that 
for us. We should be truly grateful. 
And second, there will be a great in- 
crease along the lines of manly and 
attractive" bearing like that of the 
products of West Point. Really, that 
ought to be irresistible. Bchdld our 
pride and joy, the West Pointers, 
Uncle Sam's petted and pampered 
darlings, professional butchery direc- 
tors in war, and snobbish, caste- 
worshipping mannikens in time of 
peace. I wonder if they are held in 
mind when people sing "I didn't raise 
my boy to be a soldier". 

Finally, there is an attempt to quiet 
our opposition with the reference to 
Switzerland and Australia, and their 
experiences. There is some little 
difference in their case and ours. 



How much of these food stuffs 
are- you willing to supply? If 
enough Flour and Beans can be 
furnished, the striking Metal Miners 
of the Morenci-Arizdha field will win 
out. 

There are approximately 20,000 
human beings involved, including 
women and children. 

To keep flour and beans away from • 
them is the hope of the Phelps- 
Dodge interests. It is up to you to 
say whether the hopes of plutocracy 
shall be realized. 

Unlike Colorado, Governor Hunt of 
Arizona refuses to use the troops to 
shoot down the strikers and protect 
imported strike breakers. 

When I met him in Phoenix he was 
emphatic in his statement that so 
long as he is Governor Arizona shall 
have no Ludlow and Wolsenlrarg. His 
sympathies are with the strikers who 
were driven to revolt thru impositions! 
of the mining companies. He knows 
the cause of the strikers is a jusfe 
one. 

The strikers are standing firm and 
will hold out to a victorious end if th© 
barest needs are furnished them. For 
months they virtually lived on flour 
and beans and will continue to do so 
in order to win. 

The business element, except thai; 
directly controlled by the mining com- 
panies, are with the strikers and havo 
helped them to the limits of their 
ability. But their ability is limited, 
so you must take a hand and come to 
the rescue unless you are willing to 
see men, women and children who are 
struggling for justice go down to de- 
feat and surrender to the industrial 
overlords. 

You can say whether those loyal 
souls shall win or whether they shall 
be driven back to their bondage. 
Send all contributions to Walter 



Australia has a labor government, [ Lanfersiek, 803 W. Madison St., Chi- 
amd a degree of social progress and I cago. 
liberty infinitely greater than ours. 1 
When a workingman there speaks of 
"My Country" there is a literal mean- 
ing to his words. And, little Switzer- 
land, hemmed in by enemies on all 
sides, has, to a considerable extent, 
the same justification. Not only that, 
but the Swiss system, as originally 
worked out, is hardly objectionable 
from the workers viewpoint. It was 



democratic, and in a very real sense. 



Socialism and Incentive 

By WILLIS ANDREWS. 



Many thousands of men thruout the 
United States are preparing to s tand 
examination for government service 
in the postoffice department. Most of 



. n a vei . y reai , benHe ; these men have passed the illusory 
Military, service was ' universal . and . Qd f ,. f an / nQW faci the 

thirteen per cent ot *_ ... i i4 .:„„ a„ „ T ™,+v, a 



not confined to thirteen per 
the children. Finally, the rifle and 
ammunition to be used in time of war 



grim realities of existence. As youths 
they were taught that industry, tern- 

citizens had not only the right, but 
the duty to bear arms, and these were 
furnished by the government. This 
cast an entirely different aspect over 
the case. 



IT IS true that the Swiss children 
on the whole, are far better consti- 
tuted physically when they leave 
school, than Ours are, but no Switzer 
would dream of •attributing the cause 
of this to the handling of a shooting 
iron. Too much of that means crooked 
shoulders, not straight, ones. It is the 
splendid system of gymnastic and 
calisthenic instruction given both in 
public schools and in the Workers 



Bui 

their' experiences have "given the lie 
to all such false promises. 

It matters not how many may pass 
the examination, there will not be 
available positions for more than one 
out of every hundred. So the ninety 
and nine will be compelled to face 
conditions from which they are so 
anxious to escape. A goodly number 
of them have already tried the bus-; 
iness route to riches, but have met 
the fate of 96 per cent of all business 
ventures — failure. For high rents 
and the small margin of prplits allow- 
ed on trust-made goods soon force 
would-be merchant princes to the 
wall. 

And now to escape these conditions 



results. Furthermore, these exercises 
are such that the co-operative spirit 
is not hampered, but is carefully 
nurtured and developed. • 

The care of the child, physically as 
well as mentally, has long been re 



tions. They are more than willing to 
relinquish all hope of worldly success 
that capitalism offers for the certain- 
ties of livelihood in the government; 
service. They fully realize that these 



State, and the fact quoted by The 
Tribune's correspondent that "less 
than four out of each hundred show 
any physical defects at the time of 
leaving school" is directly traceable 
to this cause and to the whole line of 
social legislation, and not to any 
" — Present arms — shoulder arms" 
tommyrot. When this country catches 
up with little Switzerland on the 
matter of social legislation and co- 
operative ideals; we, as a people, will 
be strong enough to withstand any 
foe. 

The great need of this country is 
not a caste-ridden "superior" military 
force. Even assuming that our nation 
were in grave peril of invasion on 
every hand, the autocratic method of 
raising the soldiery or officers from 
among the few would never save us. 
The real fighters that have on several 
occasions saved our country were not 
j the products of the war college, they 
were the farmers who took their 
flint-locks down from over the 
mantels and went forth to whip their 
weight in wild-eats. Only in a sturdy, 
healthy, free working class, trained, 
not in soul-destroying drill and 
"discipline", but in straight shooting 
and sturdy marching and working, 
can help this country should war ever 
come to its shores. Such a force, 
officered by men of its own selection 
from it own ranks, will prove an un- 
vanquishable guardian of our homes 
and our liberties, 



France nor yachts and mansions by 
the sea. But they do know that a gov- 
ernment position offers them security 
in the means of life, good food, hous- 
ing and clothing, and the added 
graces that music, art and literature 
lend to the home. And to be certain 
of these things is a more alluring 
promise than the doubtful rewards 
offered by commercial institutions 
that are constantly verging on bank- 
ruptcy. 

Under socialism all industries will 
be operated co-operatively by the gov- 
ernment in the interest of the whole 
people, giving everybody opportunity 
to labor and absolute security in the 
means of life. And how much better it 
will be for all to have plenty than for 
a few thimble-rigging stock manipul- 
ators to pile up millions, while the 
workers who produce the wealth of 
the world live in poverty and want. 

Now, in view of these facts, what 
becomes of the much-vaunted "incent- 
ive" which it is said socialism will 
destroy ? 



preparedness" is a free working class 
in control of their own lives, of their 
government and of all its functions. 

Stimulated immigration is going to 

be fought m South America, and the\ 
Socialists are taking the lead. In the 
Argentine Republic ^the Socialist 
party submitted — thru its represent^ 
ative, Dickmann — a bill to Parliament 
which is to abolish all artificial 
promotion of immigration. In con- 
nection with the bill, stress is laid on 
the fact that immigration is only to 
be stimulated by good wages and con- 
ditions, as well as by a fair possibility 
of land being acquired by the farmers. 
Similar moves will be made in other 
States in which Socialists are in the 
Parliaments. The Socialists charge 
that capitalists are . deliberately lur- 
ing immigrants into South American 
countries in order ' to increase com 
petition among workers and to de 
press wages. 



USING THE MAIL BOXES. 
R. C. Judy, of Germantown, Ohio, 
writes to state that the postmaster of 
his city has informed him that it is 
against the postal rules to place 
papers in rural mail boxes without a 
one cent stamp attached. The post- 
master is mistaken. The postal de- 
The best form of { partment has no jurisdiction over mail 



boxes. We have received a statement 
from the postal department declaring 
that the mail boxes are the private 
property of the owners. Of course the 
mail boxes should not be stuffed with 
literature so that they cannot be used 
for the mails. , 



A letter has been sent to the Rus- 
sian government by the five Socialist 
members of Parliament who where 
banished to Siberia for being under 
suspicion of conspiracy to end the 
war in which it is stated that they are 
slowly dying of starvation. The daily 
stipend that they had been allowed 
with which to obtain food has been 
withdrawn, and they are meeting with 
the most inhumane treatment from 
the brutal guards. 'Soon these men 
will be heard from no more and an- 
other tragedy will have been added to 
the long list that stand fo the credit 
of the holy murderers who govern 
1 Russia. 
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protect ourselves, aWtr* at present it 
looks as if this matter is receiving 
the real serious attention of our 
leaders among thinking men. This, in 
addition to our patriotic satisfaction 
may increase to large proportions the 
already incipient boom w«» are ex- 
periencing in the metal and war 
supplying industries." 

It would mean a Waste of words to 
call attention to the many astute ob- 
servations contained in the above. The 
only point we need to make here is 
that this statement appeared a long 
while ago., 
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BUNDLE RATES. — Bundle Kates One Year 
to one Address : 4 copies, $1; 3 cories, $2; 10 j -nr^om i. n » • 

copies. $2.50.,- 25 copies, $6.25 ; oo copies.; THE REST hardly requires to be 
¥12.50; ion copies, $25.00. Bundle Rates of j mentioned — that it was the leaders in 

Any Issue: 1,000. SD ; 500, $2.50; 200, $1 ; , business who first discovered the 

defenselessness of the country, and 
their patriotic impulses were stirred 
to the quick when they further drew 
the conclusion that it would be money 
I in their pocketbooks if the industries 
*) started by the European war should 
; be kept going by making^ capital out 
! of the country's distress, 
i To gentlemen who are in the habit, 
! and whose principal business asset 
[consists, of disposing of fancied 
' values for real money, who appear to 
create values where there are none 
and pocket the difference — it is but 
child's play to stir the nation into 
thinking it is defenseless when it 
never was more secure. 

That was how the preparedness 
campaign started — the reader will ob- 
serve that the bankers used the very 
language whiqh has now become a 
household term. 
So much for that. 



Here is all the Week's news worth 
while boiled down for workers so busy 
fisrhtint? for Socialism they do not have 
time to read- the daily capitalist papers. 



hare 

Black Sea 



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21. 
Reports from London say Russians 
captured Varna, Bulgaria's chief 
port. 

Revolution in Ireland is hinted in British 
house of commons if conscription is resorted 

to. 



Letters from . "American Socialist" Readers 



RULES FOR THIS DEPARTMENT. 

The National Committee of the Socialist 
Party in providing for an Open Forum 
in The American Socialist ruled that: 

"Recommendation No. 6.— An open forum 
to. contain communications from party 
members or organizations on disputed 
points of party policy, views and tactics. 
No personal attacks or abuse or intemper- 
ate language shall be allowed. No commu- 
nication in the Open Forum shall exceed 
500 words." 

Contributors to this department will fa- 
cilitate matters considerably by carefully 
observing this ruje. 



WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22. 
Japanese liner Yataka Maru sunk in 
Mediterranean by submarine. All escape. 
Ship and car,;o valued at $5,000,000. 

British bankers and financiers tell English ' 
money will win war. Illness of German Kaiser j 

prevents visit to western front. [ w * m w 

Thursday, DECEMBER 23. j WHAT IS of greatest concern is to 

Austrian aeroplanes hurl bomb* on Saloniki, dispose of Some 'of the short cats that 

i.roece. and Teuton invasion is predicted. | are 0 ff er ed to save us from militarism 

Four millions Poles faring starvation. , , . , „, , , ., .. , 

Interstate Commerce Commission gives more ! and which often entrench the Jingoes' 
Ireiirht rale boosts; this time to railroads position more firmly. 



between Mississippi and the Rockies. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21. 

No holiday truce for soldiers in the trenches 
an warrinff nations plan to continue struggle. 

Henry Ford sails from Bergen, Norway, for 
United States, leaving other peace pilgrims 
to continue trip without him. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25. 

Securities in DuPont, Hercules and Atlas 
Powder Companies, General Motors and rail- 



For example, we are told that "if 
the profit is taken out of prepared- 
ness," militarism will die down. It 
will not. 

Among the first to advocate this 
program were such men as Congress- 
man Vare, of Pennsylvania, who 
wants Uncle Sam to build his ships in 



road companies, valued at ?4co.ooo, stolen j th e League Island Navy Yard. In this 

from wagon in transit from Wilmington, Del., case at least "taking the profit out of 
nostoffice to Pennsylvania raiirosd station. preparedness" means only that a 
Transactions of postal service during fiscal £» _ ui- _ > •,• • i 

>ear totals $2,000,000,000, doubling in last 12 Republican congressman's oaihwick 
>ears. : is to fly the American flap- and be 

Sunday, December 20. ! under tne S p ec ial care of Uncle Sam. 



Question of conscription again brings crisis 
in British cabinet. 

President Wilson is again r.tudyina question 
iii nonpartisan tariff commission. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 27. 

l/loyd-Georjre threatens to quit British 
cabinet unless Premier Asquith forces all un- 
married mm (o join army. 

Cardinal Gibbons says he has no objection 

to 



Taking the private profit out of 
preparedness means putting more 
militarism in for the same money. If 
it be true that the profit in powder 
making is fifty per cent, and if this 
rate holds good for war materials 
generally, then the money we are now 

Catholic olergy of Baltimore coopeVating ! spending WOVlld give US double Our 

in Bill Sunday revivals. ; present militarism, if the government 

Pii^rrtidi^rmeeungr^ 114 F ° rd pcaee itook over the War material industries. 
tggggtgBSB^BBKtKKKttttKttKtKM ^nd that is hot a particularly 

' pleasant prospect to contemplate in 
EDOUARD VAILLANT DIES. |our half billion dollar expenditure for 
Edouard Vaillant, Socialist member ! preparedness. 



of the French chamber of deputies 
from the Department of the Seine, is 
dead at the age of 76 years. He was 
first elected to the Chamber of De- 
puties in 1893. 

Vaillant was a member of the Paris 
Commune. He was born in 18f0, was 
a doctor of science, and studied medi- 
cine both in France and Germany. 
During his sojourn at Heidelberg 
University he joined the Internatio 



Moreover, the whole idea of putting 
the government into the war business' 
carries with it the notion — altogether 
false — that if war is democratised 
there will be less of it. There will not. 
On the other hand, for the Socialists 
to identify themselves with the mis- 
taken notion that putting the govern- 
ment more deeply into the war game 
is part of our policy would mean that 
Socialist representatives would have 



RUSSELL IN FRISCO. — Those 
who claim that Democracy is in- 
efficient and undesirable will certain- 
ly find much to support their theory 
in the present referendum vote for 
Presidential nominee on the Socialist 
ticket. 

There is not the slightest doubt that 
the great maj'ority of American So- 
cialists are opposed to preparedness, 
militarism and navyism of any form 
or description. The vote on our 
national declaration on the subject 
proves as much. But in spite of this, 
a plurality, at least, of the Party 
members have just voted that the 
man who shall act as standard bearer 
for the Socialist Party in 1916, shall 
I be an unqualified supporter of a 
i larger army and navy. Are we be- 
j sotted mutts or are we just asleep ? 
; During his recent visit to San 
Francisco, Charles Edward Russell 
was given a full-page, feature inter- 
view in the San Francisco Bulletin. 
In this interview Russell not only 
prophesies an early conflict between 
the United States and Germany, but 
advocates conscription as a necessary 
means of preparedness in such a 
contingency. He stated that Great 
Britain would be beaten because of 
her foolishness in not instituting 
conscription. On the following even- 
ing, Russell was asked by a Socialist 
at a public meeting if he had been 
rightly quoted in the Bulletin. He re- 
plied that he had seen and endorsed 
the proof before the matter went to 
press. 

We need not quarrel with Russell's 
sincerity. Like many other well- 
meaning people, it is possible that the 
recent events in Europe have some- 
what unbalanced an otherwise keen 
and constructive mind and that he 
really believes that our only salvation 
lies in militarism. But surely the 
membership of the Socialist Party 
does not really desire a man of such 
convictions as their presidential can- 
didate. 

The big issue in the 1916 campaign 
is going to be "preparedness". The 
Socialist Party will be the only 
political expression of pacifist prin- 
ciples. Our opportunity and duty is 
clear. Are we going to betray our- 
selves through sheer carelessness and 
stupidity?— LILLIAN BISHOP SY- 
MES, San Francisco. 



nale — the International Workingmen's j to abandon" the principle of voting 
Association. j against military appropriations. What 



would be gained for us by the ad 
vocacy of "taking the proiit cut of 
preparedness" is only that we would 
then have to vote for the militarists' 
program — that we would have to 
surrender our Socialist position. This 
is indeed a short cut— not to Social- 
ism, but back into, the camp of the 
jingoes. 



At the time of the Franco-Prussian 
War he returned to Paris, being at- 
tached to the National Guard, and 
during the siege of Paris devoted him- 
self to spreading the doctrines of the 
Internatio nale. 

When the insurrection of the Paris 
Communists was suppressed in 1871, 
Vaillant was obliged to flee to Eng- 1 
land and was condemned to death, j 
When amnesty was declared he re- 1 ANOTHER SHORT cut advocated 
turned to France. He concerned him- , in the name of Socialism is that the 
self with a new militant political 1 United States proceed to make an 
movement, and was elected in 1884 a ; alliance with the Central and South 
municipal councilor of Paris.^ Later fie j American republics amounting to a 
was elected several times a Deputy, j federation of states. This means only 
and in 1913 was a candidate for the j that we a^re to take advantage of the 
Presidency of republic. On that oc- j plight of Europe to extend the Mon- 
casion M. Poincare was elected on the I roe Doctrine until we actually absorb 
second ballot with 183 votet, Jules : all of America. It means we Would. 
Pams receiving 296, nnd Edouard Ij dictate the tariff and trade policies of 



Vaillant 69. 



AMERICA'S PLACE 
IN THE SUN. 



By JOSEPH E. COHEN. 



the whole continent. It might be a 
way of guaranteeing the South 
American market to our own capital- 
ists. It would be no promisa of peace, 
but a menace of war. It might not 
bring war, at least for a time because 
of the exhausted condition of Europe 
after the present conflict. But it cer- 
tainly would give the jingoes another 
argument for the necessity of more 
military and naval outlay. 

If this war has taught nothing else 
has taught the fact that only the 



FROM THE SOUTH.— The State 
Executive Committee, on behalf of the 
Socialists of Georgia, in meeting 
assembled November 30th, 1915, De- 
sire to go on record as disapproving 
and condemning the conduct of the 
Kentucky Socialists in authorizing 
their State Secretary, J. L. Stark, to 
publish over his official signature in 
the Jeffersonian of September 14th, 
1915, a letter praising and congrat- 
ulating the Editor, Tom Watson, on 
his fight against the late Leo M. 
Frank. 

As Socialists, we condemn and re- 
pudiate the unfair and unsocialistic 
tactics of Tom Watson, and the action 
of the Socialists of Kentucky in 
endorsing such tactics, and we call 
upon the Comrades of Kentucky to 
retract or disavow this act. — State 
Executive Committee of Georgia. 
By Mary Raoul Millis, State Secre- 
tary. 



ment and with their own well equipped 
abilities draw up a platform that 
will express the economic interests on 
the producers and satisfy us all. 
Fraternally, W. G. Johnson, Fargo, 
N. D. 



CAN'T AGREE WITH RUSSELL. 
—Before what I anticipate will be a 
deluge of twaddle in this column, 
(demanding the expulsion of Charles 
Edward Russell from the Socialist 
Party for his "preparedness" views), 
gets too overwhelming for any sane 
thinking about the matter, let us 
stop long enough to consider what 



who. did buy a special assessment 
stamp, contribute what they can to 
pay off the debt? Let us begin the 
year 1916 with all bills paid and a 
small surplus in the treasury. I am 
sure this is the right way. Altogether 
now, make the organization a Christ- 
mas present during the next two 
weeks. 

While on the subject of finance it 
may be well to mention that there 
will soon be organized "The Jimmy 
Higgins League", intended to be a 
sort of subsidiary financial adjunct to 
the party. The league will be a join- 
ing of forces of those comrades, who 
like our dearly beloved comrade, the 
late Ben Hanford and his creation 
"Jimmy Higgins" realize what should 
be done and set about doing it. "What 
did he do? "Jimmy Higgins" did 
everything, anything. Whatever' was 



Motherland Socialism 

By Frederick James Gould 



W™" 1 W6iSK ^ '° SiC to {.r'S. tS' ^ S Jimmy's Job." 
SSLj %?»?,Lj 0, ".t W ? nh °P e the logical position," thousands of 

York Call, which carried Russell's 
address in full, in parallel columns. 
This was and is the only rational view 
of the issue. I earnestly wish every 
socialist paper will reprint it. While 
so able and clearheaded a socialist as 
Wanhope does not agree with the 
"negative mood" of Russell nor en- 
dorse his "pessimism", he scouts the 
folly of immediately flying off the 
handle in a wild frenzy to "expel" and 
place the brand of "traitor" on the 
brow of one of our most brilliant 
sociological critics and tried com- 
rades, simply because he does not, at 
the moment, SEEM to reflect the 
"general sentiment" of an organi- 
zation which has taken NO CON- 
STITUTIONAL nor other definite 
position on the question whatever. 
Wanhope makes it very unpleasantly 
clear that our "anti-preparedness" 
attitude is at best only a "sentimental 
wave", with no doctrinal or moral 
foundation whatever, — at present. To 
expel a comrade for not "guessing" 
right in such an issue would be the 
height of fanaticism and insanity. 

The local of which I am a member 
nominated Russell for the Presidency 
on my motion. I no longer endorse 
my own position. I do not think it best 
to name Russell as the party- 
standard-bearer in the coming cam- 
paign. We need someone of sterner 
stuff to resist (mentally and spiri- 
tually) the insidious intrusion of this 
hellish philosophy of FORCE in these 
perilous times. Nevertheless, the 
doctrine of RESISTENCE is the legi- 
timate fruit of our erroneous and 
malicious materialistic "class-war" 
propaganda. Nine-tenths of our ortho- 
dox "leaders" and still a greater pro- 
portion of red card fanatics think 
they can "FIGHT" their way into the 
Democracy of Human Fellowship. 
Ninety-nine out of a hundred are 
ready to "take up arms" against a 
bedeviled "capitalist class" and shoot 
their way to power. This accursed 
psychology of destruction has eaten 
the heart and soul out of the socialist 
movement. Germany is abundant 
proof of that. 

I can't agree w.ih Russell that 
military "preparedness" is the way 
out. But I must protest against this 
ridiculous movement to punish him 
for a perfectly logical interpretation 
of present socialistic notions as con- 
cerns the application of FORCE to 
the settlement of international 
struggles for the possession of new 
fields of exploitation. While the so- 
cialist philosophy is what it is, Rus- 
sell is quite rjght in arguing for 
"preparedness" to the breaking 
point. The more the worse, — there- 
fore the better. 

But this is not the philosophy of 
true social regeneration; therefore I 
now oppose his nomination for presi- 



the necessary elements, excepting 
cash, for avast sweeping onward 
movement, proposes to take up the 
task of providing the cash. 

To inaugurate a new system of 
finance to use in connection with the 
dues stamp plan for financing the 
Party. The comrades already interest- 
ed have for their guidance the ex- 
tensive experience of all the countless 
plans tried in both Europe .and 
America. This knowledge has been 
accumulated during the last twelve 
years by close study, investigation 
and experiment by an American com- 
rade and the information is now at 
the disposal of the proposed league. 

In no part of the world has the 
party ever been able to raise any- 
where near the amount of money it 
could use to advantage in properly 
carrying on the work of agitation, 
education and organization. The ex- 
perience gained in the various at- 
tempts though has enabled these com- 
rades to work out and test a plan that 
will do the business in an entirely 
satisfactory and absolutely un- 
objectionable manner. 

This plan will be organized after 
the German and Finnish method of 
"appalling" thoroughness in every de- 
tail, rather than by the usual "hurrah 
boys" or "booster" method followed 
Were. 

Those comrades who wish to see 
our movement financed in a manner 
befitting its importance may get in 
touch by addressing the writer. — 
I. L. BURGESS, National Committee- 
man, Newport News, Virginia. 



ABOLISH INFORMATION DE- 
PARTMENT.— The costly Informa- 
tion "Department" at the National 
Office is unnecessary. All its worth 
while activities were handled by the 
National Secretary satisfactorily be- 
fore the Department was organized. 
Gathering and giving information 
valuable to the Socialist movement 
and helping our elected officials will 
continue under the direction of our 
Executive Secretary after the "De- 
partment" is abolished. 

The Information "Department" was 
conceived in iniquity. At least part 
of the reason for organizing it was 
the desire of Berger and Co. to 
chastise John M. Work. Work had 
shown a surprising amount of back- 
bone. He was the first National Secre- 
tary to force Berger's Wisconsin 
Social-Democracy to comply with our 
National Constitution and send their 
list of Secretaries to the National 
Office. So they "disciplined" Comrade 
Work by taking away from him 
functions that until then had always 
belonged to the National Secretary. 
They made Barnes campaign manager 
and Thompson manager of an "In- 
formation Department." 

The recent deplorable friction 



dential candidate. — E. H. LIEBEL, 4U /. wc "' "i 1 ™ i, . ltllu " , ! n 
£t " w„," rZlZ ' the National Office was an inevitable 

New Have n, Conn. i^^. Qf tMs divigion of authority> 

THF NATIONAL CONVENTION i There must be one responsible head. 
iHfc JNAllONAL CONVEN1ION. That heftd sh(mld bg the Executive 



IT IS TRUE, to some extent, that 
the forces which threw Europe into 
tha seething fire of war are not , „ . ,. , , . , . - A 

within the control of the rulers of the ; Socialists were sound m refusing to 
■several countries. In some measure it spend a penny for militarism. It may 
v,as beyond their regal power to check ! be sa ! d * ms ' s . onl y 1 neg J atlve .V 7l? e 
the great catastrophe. And possiblv ! % no ?&}. But jt 18 equally true that the 
they will not have most to sav about i Socialists were also doing the only 
the terms of peace— the people may I P 0Slt „ lve thm /, to sto P war— organizing 

have the last word. ' th ? lorces °l labor -, 

„r . , , , . ,. ,, In time of war there is no quarter 

We cannot help but notice, then, , r or the advocates 0 f peace. The way 
how seriously some of our friends in,- 0 stop war is to pre Vent it; not by 
America take themselves. We mean, ■ hunt i n g for short cuts that lead back 

,°i.?iT?l'J 1 P l e ?^'^in^Ah i into th e reactionary camp, . but by 

" frankly taking and fighting for the 
position that we shall have war bo 
long as we have capitalism ancl our 
purpose is to end war. 
To put it very definitely, the ques- 
Nor does it seem to matter that|tion is whether America's place shall 
there are almost as many opinions ; be in the blood-red sun of war, or in 
with regard to our fate as (here are I the lasting peace that only Socialism 
gentlemen who cry for preparedness, can bring 
It does not seem to disturb their self- 
sufficiency to din into our ears that 
we must prepare to meet the victor 
of the present war, — that war is sure 
to come — and that preparedness will 
guarantee us peace. 



would seem as tho mother nature had 
entrusted these of our f lienor with 
the guiding of evolution and that we 
must jrely upon them to steer our 
course. 



THE THING of first importance to 
them is that we prepare. So long as 
we divert as much money as possible 
from useful channels into the stupen- 
dous waste of militarism, they are 
satisfied. 

Now, while it is entirely true that 
they have nothing to do with arrang 



"We thank Mr. London on behalf of 

the Independent Labor Party in this 
country for the lead he has given", 
says The British Labor Leader, in 
commenting on the peace resolution 
introduced into the American congress 
by Socialist Rep. Meyer London. 



London daily newspapers describe 
an experiment in state socialism 
which will be tried at an unnamed 
city in North England, where 20,000 
men will soon be employed in munition 
-., . , , - .work. To provide for the men and 

ing the .disposition of the social forces j prev ent extortionate prices the gov- 
which make for peace or strife, being ern ment has acquired all stores and 
hardly more than corks upon the sea, s h 0 ps in the district and will either 
and while they are by no means u>: a n ow the propietors to sell goods 
be taken as true prophets or sound ! under license or will, in most cases 
^ a l esn l en - lt 1S nevertheless a f?ct run them under direct control of the 
that they are deeply interested m government. The government thus 
having things «>me their way— and w m be butcher, baker, grocer, milk- 

rhmr rir\ Imtvnr tirninn tiro \? to t- li r\it+c* \ _ 111 ■ . -t . 

man and barber, to the whole popula- 
tion. All the saloons, 30 in number, 
have been bought by the government 
and will continue the sale of intoxi-; 
cants, some under close restrictionsr 
while^ others will be turned into lodg 
ing bouses. . , 



they do know which way is theirs 
Thus, in a weekly market letter of 

a Pennsylvania Banking firm, the 

following appeared, something like a 

year ago: 

"One thing that is important is that 

wc should get properly prepared to 



CONVENTION AND FINANCES. 

There is considerable said for and 
against the 1916 convention ,which is 
of course due to the financial situation 
of the party or possibly rather the 
party membership. 

Considerable discussion undoubted- 
ly exists among the membership all 
over the country as to how to best 
dispose of this referendum. 

In voicing the sentiment of the 
local here I wish to state that we feel 
twenty five thousand dollars can be 
spent to better advantage than in the 
holding of a convention. 

This amount would put a good 
many actual workers in the field, help 
flood the country with literature and 
purchase cars for conveyance of 
speakers. 

We have spent too much time 
now agitating and discussing hair 
splitting theories, which is to some 
extent what a gathering of this 
nature amounts to. 

We need more doers in the future, 
men and women who will and can get 
out on the firing line with the message 
of human emancipation. 

It pays to' advertise. We ought to 
have a mailing list of every adult or 
person old enough to understand, and 
their occupation and they should be 
circularized with literature suitable 
according to their environment which 
to some extent makes their concept- 
ion of things, at least twice a year. 
Educational matter during odd years 
and political matter during election 
years. 

The entire nation should be touched 
with our message in this way. This 
we of course can not do yet, but if the 
six thousand locals would furnish the 
national office with an average of 
four hundred names each, that would 
put on your mailing list two million 
names which is about the same as the 
amount, of actual socialists in the 
country, 

Their choice would be of the most 
favorable ones. * 

We notice you are doing some of 
this work now, but it must be broad- 
ened out more, mailing lists must be 
revised often as the homeless ^ slaves, 
are not allowed to stay long in one 
place. 

Literature, speakers and organizers 
is our only nope to awaken the 
masses from their long slumber. 

As for the 1916 platform there will 
be. enough ideas written in from 
members and in the columns of The 
American Socialist, so our committee 
can feel the pulse of the class 
conscious revolutionists in the move- 



— Some have suggested that we might 
get along without a National Con- 
vention. Others have suggested cut- 



Secretary. Abolish the "Department." 

This Information Department is a 
costly luxury. It has cost the Party 



ting the attendance to 100 members. X"? ^ATnn m l . l n ?w 
For some time both of the proposi- J 20 ' 000 ' What have we to show 



proposi 

tions appealed to me, but of late 
things have caused me to dismiss 
both these propositions. 

All parties of Capitalism stand for 
Preparedness. I consider President 
Wilson perfectly consistent in his 
position. He knows that Capitalism 
cannot exist without a strong army 
and navy. He is not wise enough to 
propose the abolition of Capitalism. 
Even such a brilliant man as Com- 
rade Russell is seeing "German 
Ghosts". It seems to me that the wise 
thing to do is to go at it at once and 
arrange for a full National Con- 
vention. Our finances in State and 
Nation hove been handled unwisely, 
caused by lack of forethought, hence 
no one is to blame. This I assume is 
the main reason for the agitation for 
the abolition of the National Con- 
vention. 

Comrade Russell has 1 been tinctured 
with "impossiblism" which was not 
my idea, but now since so able a man 
as he has come out for militarism I 
think we should have a full Con- 
vention and settle definitely the posi- 
tion of the Socialist Party on "Pre- 
paredness". I feel this so strong that 
I would pledge in advance to per- 
sonally take up the prorata expenses 
for 100 party members. — CALEB 
LIPSCOMB, Springfield, Mo. 



NATIONAL OFFICE FINANCES. 
— It seems to me that the financial 
report appearing in a late issue of 
"the American Socialist" would in it- 
self thoroughly impress upon the 
mind of every earnest Socialist the 
importance of paying off the National 
Office debt at once. 

Many comrades paid the tftoenty- 
five cent voluntary assessment, while 
many others were unable to do so. It 
is understood that some members re- 
fused to pay on the ground that the 
making of the debt was ill-considered 
etc., etc. It appears that we have a 
co-operative movement in which there 
is an element who persist in not co- 
operating. I cannot see how such 
"tactics will help the cause. 

Rather should all hands take hold 
now and put the National Office right 
at once. Let us do this comrades. And 
in the' future do what we can to 
prevent the office going into debt. We 
shall ''be in a horrid fix for the cam- 
paign tof 1916 unless we . get a move 
on : aow. 

Wduld it be pardonajfle J« snggest 
^£ fall comrades, 4nclttain$ ; those 



for it? 

The old Lyceum Department cost 
about $15,000 net, and was abolished. 
Yet the Lyceum had sold over $160,- 
000 worth of Socialist books and 
periodicals, given over 5,000 lectures 
and brought thousands upon thous- 
ands of new members into the Party. 
It constituted a period of education 
and organization activity never 
equalled before or since. 

What have we to show for the 
$20,000 spent thru Carl D. Thompson 
and the Information Department? 
Worse than nothing. 

If it was merely nothing, we might 
continue it in the hope that some- 
thing might come from it later. But 
it is an actual detrimont to the Party. 

It is a detriment because it 
emphasizes the wrong activities. At 
the present stage of our movement we 
must emphasize working class Edu- 
cation and Organization. The Infor- 
mation Department emphasizes only 
Thompson's 57 varieties of Municipal 
"Reform." 

What would you think of a hunter 
who is out after lions, if he stops to 
catch butterflies. 

We are after BIG GAME. We are 
organized to abolish WAGE SLAVE- 
RY. Yet we sport an Information 
Department that uses up $20,000 
running footraces with the Bull- 
moosers for Municipal Ownership 
butterflies. 

When Thompson started on his 
"Information" career, our Party 
boasted over 100,000 English speak-' 
ing members in good standing. After 
four years of emphasizing Carl D. 
and Information, we have less than 
90,000 left. 

Let's quit chasing butterflies. Hunt 
the lion. 

Vote to abolish tho Information 
Department. Put that same money 
into Party building. Concentrate on 
EDUCATION AND ORGANIZA- 
TION. L. E. Katterfeld, Everett, 
Wash. 



THE REAL AUTHOR.— I see by 
"Public" of last week that Jack 
London repudiates the "Good Soldier" 
tract. Very well! Why not now give 
it to its author, Comrade W. D. Watt- 
les, deceased, father of Miss Florence 
Wattles and one time state organizer 
of the . Socialist Party of Indiana. 
"Honor to whom honor is", etch 
Strength to you! — FRED G. STRICK- 
Ji&ND, Dayton, Ohio. ^ 



NOTE.— This is the third article by 
Frederick J. Gould, member of the British 
Socialist Party and independent Labor 
Party, to appear in The American So- 
cialist. In his previous articles he t.howed 
the great r.truggle that will confront the 
labor movement when the war ends, 
pointing out that the present w&r is the 
beginning of the rule of the workers, in 
this article he takes up the question of 
nationalism and Socialism. 

THE name "American Socialist" 
exactly indicates my view of the 
chief political need of the United 
States. That need is a Socialism 
home-grown, home-fed, home-ruled, 
and as representative of the Ameri- 
can people as the monument on Bun- 
ker Hill, or Independence Hall, or the 
stars and stripes. So as to make my 
aim entirely clear, let me say that by 
such a Socialism I mean the Ameri- 
can people's ownership and control of 
the vital industries connected with 
food, clothing, housing, transport and 
raw material, both in the sphere of 
the separate states and in the federal 
union; such ownership and control to 
work toward the abolition of rent, in- 
terest, profit and the wages system. 
It is my conviction that Socialism will 
be realized, npt by a universal upris- 
ing of the world's proletariat against 
the world's capitalism, but by each 
nationality evolving its own native 
form of ownership and control, white 
maintaining practical and energetic 
sympathy with the like efforts in sis- 
ter nationalities. As a matter of fact 
this is what is now being done, but 
the process is hindered by confusion 
of thought among many comrades, 
and by open opposition from small 
but noisy sections. 

All countries cannot proceed at the 
same pace. Speaking broadly, Britain 
is the country most ripe for Socialism 
in the world; and this is due to its 
long industrial history and to its com- 
pact geographical character, which 
renders political action comparatively 
prompt. France follows next, and 
other countries take a variety of 
places in the scale till we reach cases 
like India. In the strict sense capi- 
talism does not exist in India, except 
in certain industrial and factory cen- 
ters like Bombay. The cry, "Work- 
ers of all countries, unite!" means 
nothing at all in some quarters of the 
globe, and it appeals with varying 
force in others. It is very much 
easier for Socialists in Denmark to 
unite than for the proletariat of 
America. It is very much easier for 
Russian Socialists to form Socialist 
groups than for the peasants of the 

Russian steppes and of Siberia. 

* * * * 

THE PRESENT European war is 
a complete proof that neither great 
communities nor Socialist minorities 
are willing to relinquish nationality. 
It is stupid to say that nationality is 
a bourgeois idea. We might as well 
reject science, art and literature be- 
cause these civilizing agencies have 
been handed down to us mainly by 
bourgeois hands. Belgian,, French, 
German, British and Italian Social- 
ists show very little disposition to 
abandon the Motherland tdeal. The 
population of the United States is 
made up of many nationalities. But 
what has happened during this war? 
The United States took up a position 
of its own, not identical with that of 
any one of its constituent nationali- 
ties. In other words, it assumed an 
American position, and it did right. 
Thus in tho newest of all the great 
nations the Motherland temper as- 
serted itself as strongly as in the 
older European countries. 

When Karl Marx declared Social- 
ism to be inevitable, he said so, not 
because he personally wished it, but 
because the very evolution of western 
industry led that way, and no other 
possible way. In other words, he fol- 
lowed the stream of civilization. And 
that is what Socialists must do in re- 
gard to the principle of nationality, 
while at the same time striving their 
utmost to effect an ever-increasing 
co-operation among the national 
groups, whether by party congresses, 
sympathetic strikes, concerted polit- 
ical action whenever practicable, or 
propagandist penetration. 

* # * * 

SO FAR as I can observe, the Ger- 
man Social Democratic party is ex- 
tremely German, and it does not allow 
Englishmen or Spaniards to manipu- 
late its program; and it does right. 
In the same way I wish the British 
Socialist parties to keep clear of any 
foreign administrators, and to exclude 
from their executives any persons who 
are not cordial supporters of British 
ideals and British spirit. So also I 
hope the American Socialists will aim 
at the United States ideals and a 
United States method, in direct con- 
tinuity with all that is noblest and 
most democratic in the history of the 
republic from colonial times to Lin- 
coln, and from Lincoln's day to the 
present. Such, in fact, is the line of 
least resistance. 

During the war the British empire 
has experienced some difficulty owing 
to the fact that German capitalists 
have secured control over important 
supplies of metal, especially in Aus- 
tralia. Suppose thex British empire 
were run by Socialists (as some day 
it will be). Would the Socialists of 
the vast British federation be wise to 
permit foreign bondholders and finan- 
ciers to keep a grip on the metal busi- 
ness of the British commonwealth? 
Would that assist the progress of the 
British workers? 

In order to avoid a possible mis- 
understanding, I may state that the 
case of the Jews need not present 
any problem in Socialist nationalism. 
Every Jew who is interested in the 
emancipation of the workers should 
choose the nationality best open to 
him, and act not merely as a nat- 
uralized citizen lodging in the coun- 
try for convenience, but as a whole- 
hearted upholder of the country's 
ideals in education and moral devel- 
opment as well as in economic prog- 
ress. The unattached and cosmopoli- 
tan Jew (or, indeed, any Gentile un- 
attached and cosmopolitan) ' is not 
likely, as a rule, to render much help 
to Socialism. Some of my dearest 
friends are Jews, and I trust that 
what I have here' said will not be 
misinterpreted. 

* * * * 

WITHOUT .DWELLING on the 
topic, I may point out, in passing* 
that the presence of the colored folk 
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of the United States will necessarily 
influence the special American evolur 
tion toward the Socialist common- 
wealth; and here again I speak as a 
well-wisher of these people. 

When Socialists meet in an inter- 
national congress it is vital that the 
American delegates, or the Geman, or 
the British, or the Japanese, etc., 
should be not simply Socialists who 
reside in this or that country, but So- 
cialists who love, serve and under- 
stand their Motherlands. Along that 
line we shall arrive at efficient inter- 
national federation. 



SAVING TIME.— The Wabash rail- 
road proposes to replace its anti- 
quated and obsolete hand cars with 
modern gasoline cars. According to 
the proposition the railroad has 
offered its trackmen, the "under- 
dogs" of labor, who have been left 
out in the cold by the numerous craft 
unions in the railway service, the 
company is to furnish the car, 
gasoline, repairs, etc., but the men, 
receiving the magnificent "salary" of 
$1.50 a day, are to buy the engine on 
the installment plan, by a 75 cent 
monthly assessment until paid for. 

The motor car, by shortening the 
time consumed in going to and com- 
ing from work, will lengthen the 
actual working time of the men, as 
they go and come on the company's 
time. Imagine a "gang" of men pay- 
ing for a device out of their own 
meager wages, that lengthens instead 
of shortens their workday. There are 
five section gangs operating out of 
this town (Staunton, 111.) and only 
one, the "North End Gang" of the 
Wabash, has fallen for this scheme. 
And the rest of us have been 
"bawling" them out about, it so much 
that they are ashamed to tell any- 
body how much they are paying for 
the engine. A man after paying out 
$10 or $12 as his share might quit or 
get "fired". Would the company then 
buy out his share in the "time saver"? 
No! He is not supposed to quit. He, 
with his "engine", belong to the 
Wabash Railroad Co. Yours for light, 
A COMRADE. 
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work could be divided and nobody 
would get tired. 



A BOMB FOR YOUR 
VEST POCKET 



Facts From The Mouths Of The 
Masters, Wrung From Them By The 
Commission On Industrial Relations; 
Compiled By Fred D. Warren, With 
A Foreword By Frank P. Walsh, 
Chairman Of The Commission. 

The Biggest Little Book You Ever 
Read. Know The Big, Vital, Burning 
Facts About The System That En- 
slaves You And Degrades The Mast-' 
ers. All Of It, Every Vital Point Is 
Covered In This Little Book. 

Sixty-Four Pages, Handsomely 
Bound, Built For Service, Your 
Service. It Is Ready When You 
Want It, And You Want It Now. It 
Sells For 25 Cents a Copy. Your 
Quarter Sent To THE PEOPLE'S 
COLLEGE, Fort Scott, Kansas, Will 
Bring This Argument Clincher To 
You By Return Mail. 



For $1.00 we'll send you 3 lbs. of 

FINE, RICH, RIPE, OLD KENTUCKY 

BURLEY TOBACCO 

in the natural leaf, ripenod by tho natural 
honey dew and cured In the Rood, old, Ky. 
way for the best smoke or chew on earth. 
Send the $1 today for 3 lbs. parcel post pre- 
paid. Satisfaction or money back without a 
quibble. 

W. T. Barret Tob. Co., Box 33, Vanccburg, Ky. 



RED HOT ^ y° u wan *» * or se ^ or 

nt.%9 Isv 1 friends, a paper that 
combats all religious dogma send 50c 

for each AGNOSTIC a 11 d £ e * 
subscriber H M 11 w " 1 1 v the hottest 
paper published. Don't delay. Sent* 
today. PAPER 
THE CRUCIBLE, G. rMrEn 
1330 1st Ave., Seattle. 50 CENTS 



WHILE WAITING ON POLITICS 

start the right system now: and thui 
head off war. Leaflets telling hov 
6 cents. H. E. Sawdon, St. Elmo, 

Tenn, * \ ; .. x-, ■. 



Weekly, 50 Cents per Year. 



THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, JANUARY!, 1916. 



3 



Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents. 



Get Ahead ! 

I Will 
Help 
You! 



EXECUTIVE DEPT. 



VALTER LANFERSIEK, 



Secretary 



National Executive Committee. 

TAMES H. MAURER. 1355 N. 11th St., 

Reading:, Pa. 
VDOLPH GERMER. Mount Olive. 111. 
.jEORGE H. GOEBEL, 14 Bridge St.. New- 

ark, N. J. 

SMIL SEIDEL, 1154 Twentieth St., Mil- 
waukee, Wise. 
^RTHUR Le SUEUR, Fort Scott, Kan». 

Address all communications to The 9a- 
;iahst Party, 803 West Madison St., Chi- 
:ago. ; Address all mail to departments 
*nd not to individuals. Make remittances 
payable to the Socialist Party. 

Matter for publication in the official 
columns of The American Socialist must 
be on file in the National Office by tne 
Monday preceding the date of issue. 



OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 
Proposed National Referendum. 
.' Locals Elizabeth and Huntington, W. Va. 
Whereas, The militaristic schemes and 
mpaigns of the capitalist classes of the 
irious nations of the world has divided the 
.irking ' class of the world into national and 
>w warring groups, and 

Whereas, The form of this militarism 
hich is so detrimental to all the best 
terests of the working class is now seriously 
enacing the working class of the United 
:ates, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Socialist Party of 
merica declare it treasonable and traitorous 
• the working-class for any Socialist to ad- 
Kate or support any form of militarism 
hatsoever and any member so guilty shall 
nmediately be expelled from the party. 

38 members in good standing. 

l'ublished for seconds, Jan. 1, 1016. 



Proposed National Referendum. 
y Jewish Branch, Down Town, New York. 

RESOLVED, That the Socialist party of the 
'nited States approves and endorses the 
ction of the International Socialist Conference 
eld at Zimmerwald, Switzerland, ana be it 

lso resolved 

That the Committee created by the Zim- 
lerwald Conference be temporary and has no 
ther purpose but to help bring anity nmong 
he Socialist parties of all countries and to 
trengthen the International, the committee 
o cease its activity and be dissolved as its 
mrpose is accomplished. 

•12r> members in good standing. 

Published for seconds, Jan. 1, If 16. 

Owinc; to a mis-print, the following Is res- 
ubmitted : 

Proposed National Referendum. 
By Local LaCrosse. Wis. 

RESOLVED, That Section 6, Article 2, 
National Constitution of the Socialist Party 
hould be annulled ; and that we hereby sub- 
nit this for seconds to the end that the sub- 
ect may be brought before the party member- 
ihip for referendum. 

COMMENT. 

"The control of the Socialist Party by the 
•cactionary element has resulted in a condi- 
.ion of inertia. The Sociali-tt Party should 
>e the organized expression of the revolution- 
try Socialist movement, based solely on the 
•lass struggle. To make of a revolutionary 
>ury a pink tea affair, and to exclude from its 
•ouncils and from participation in its efforts 
ill live-wire revolutionary Socialists, is party 
iuicide. As long as we retain in our constitu- 
tion the section named, we are a legitimate 
subject for ridicule." 

41 members .in good standing. 

Submitted for Seconds, Jan. 1, 1016. 



ever wme from our own ranks have been 
swei.. „u their feet by the wave cf jingoism 
that is overwhelming this country, this motion 
U peculiarly appropriate. We must a land Tike 
a rock against Militarism and "preparedness" 
for it. It may seem useless to ask organizations 
to co-operate with us that are financed by the 
master class, yet even that should be irooa 
propaganda. The difference between the«r 
pretensions and their actions will become ap- 
parent to ah increasing number of workers. 
Let us make "Preparedness" an issue until 
the'workingclass understands. 



Comment on Motion No. 35: 

(LeSueur's Amendment to Motion 24) 
STARK : I am so well pleased with Comrade 
LeSueur's amendment to my motion on the 
National Committee taking a stand on the 
question of preparedness that I voted for the 
amendment instead of my motion, end hope 
the amendment will carry as it makes the 
proposition clear as to the. position of the 
Socialist Party on the one issue that will be 
foremost in the 1916 campaign, av.d conveys 
more fully the ideas that inspired me to marie 
the motion. 



Minutes of N. E. G. Meeting 



Seventh Ballot, Committee en Constitution: 

Ringler: Beardsley, Norton, Richman, 
Rodriguez, Wattles, Stark, Irish, Roewer, 
L'uncan, Goebel, Demurest. Hillquit, Wilkins, 
Ruthenberg, Hamilton, Allen, Manrer. Slay- 
ton. Reid. Total, 19. 

Williams: Robertson, Fioke. Williams, Me- 
Kee, Griffiths, Des Rocher, Clark, Kirkpatrick, 
McCrillis, Jones, Neistadt, Keracher, . Can- 
right. Metcalf, Tiller, LeSueur, Sinclair, 
Streitf, Leeland, Bell, Ambler. Burgess. Kat- 
terfeld, Sadler, Kintzer, Gilleard. Total, 2b. 

Not Voting: Connolly, Wilk, Stedman, 
Brewer, Nuorteva, Rissanen, Latimer, Ray- 
mond, Carver, Whaley, Nichols. Lunn, Boudin, 
Strebel, Holt, Revelise, Terlisner. Suitor, Ber- 
ber, Seidel. Total, 20. 

Neither candidate having received a majority 
of the committee, 1 am submitting herewith 
the eighth ballot for Committee on Constitu- 
ion. 

Vote closes January 17, 1916. 



NATIONAL COMMITTEE BUSINESS. 
Report on National Committee Motion No. 32. 

"That the following be added to the rules 
>f the National Committee: 'All motions sub- 
mitted to a vote of the National Committee, 
when not in session, shall require a majoriy 
vote for their adoption.' " 

Voting Yes: Robertson. Finke, Griffiths, 
Beardsley, Norton, Richmnn, Kirkpatrick, 
Rodriguez, Wattles. Neistadt, Garver, Can- 
I'isrty, Nichols, Goebel, Demavest, Hillquit, 
Tiller, Streitf. Maurer, ISlaytow, Leeland, 
Burgess, Seidel, Gilleard. Total, 24. 

Voting No: Williams, Des Rocher, Clark, 
Stedman. McCrillis, Stark, Jones, Irish, Dun- 
can. Metcalf. Boudin, LeSueur, Wilkins, 
Kuthenberg, Hamilton, Sinclair, Allen, Reid, 
Revelise. Bell, Rambler, Katterl'eld, Sadler, 
Kintzer. Total, 24. 

Not voting : Connolly, Wilk, Brewer, 
Nuorteva. Roewer, Keracher, Rissanen, Lati- 
mer. Raymond, Whaley, Strebel, Lunn, Holt, 
Terlisner, Suitor, Berger. Total Not Voting, 
lti. 

No Action. 



NAT'L COMMITTEE CORRESPONDENCE. 

Chicago, 111., Dec. 28. 1915. 
To the National Committee. 
Dear Comrades : 
1 submit to you herewith for vote of your 
committee, the following : 

National Committee Motion No. 37. 
By Katterfeld of Washington. 
"That the following be added to the rules 
of the National Committee : 

'A motion to reconsider shall be submitted 
for seconds only if made by a National Com- 
mitteeman who voted "Yes" on the action to 
be re-considered." 
Seconded by: Sadler of Washington, Kintzer 
West Virginia, Canright of Nebraska. 
Tiller of North Carolina. Slayton of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Comment. 

Sadler: It is scarcely necessary to point 
out that in all deliberative bodies the parlia- 
mentary rule is : only those voting in the 
affirmative have the privilege of moving to 
reconsider. 

Vote closes, January 18, 1916. Ballot In- 
closed. 

Fraternally submitted, 
WALTER LANFERSIEK, Executive Secretary. 

Chicago. 111.. Dec. 27, 1915. 
To the National Committee. 
Dear Comrades: 
I submit for vote of your committee, the 
following : 

National Committee Motion No. 36. 
By Goebel of New Jersey. 
"That Motion No. 30, providing for the 6u»- 
n-ission of alternative propositions on the 
question of holding or not holding a national 
convention, be re-considered, and another Vote 

taken on it." 

Seconded by: Hillquit of New York, Slay- 
ton of Pennsylvania, Maurer of Pennsylvania, 
Demarest of New Jersey, Streift* of Oregon. 

Vote closes January 17, 1916. Ballot is In- 
closed. 



COMMENT BY NATIONAL COMMITTEE. 
On Motion No. 32. 
Des Rocher: "I vote "NO" on Motion 32 
for the reason that it would be almost im- 
possible to do any business at all, as very few 
referenda bring out a majority vote." 

On Motion No. 3.1. 

To instruct the Executive Secretary to ar- 
range a tour thruout the country fcr Comrade 
A. Kollantay : 

Sadler: I vote "NO". I have no desire to 
£'o on record instructing the National Execu- 
tive Committee or secretary to use any com- 
rade whom they might not consider suitable 
material, next year being our national cam- 
paign year. A certain amount of latitude must 
be allowed them. 

Allen : Not being able to determine whether 
German Socialist murder is atiy more helpful 
to Socialism than English Socialist murder, or 
vice versa, and not knowing whether Comrade 
Kollantay supports either the one brand or the 
other, or whether she talks Socialism leaving 
out all brands of the murder lest, renders it 
impossible for me to vote intelligently on the 
question. I therefore decline. 

Robertson: I vote "NO" on Motion 33, be- 
cause I do not think it wise to set the precedent 
of the National Committee taking the selection 
and touring of speakers out of the hands of 
the National Executive Committee. It is 
bound to lead to confusion. 

KATTERFELD : I vote "NO" on this motion 
because to vote for it would bit to endorse 
the terms upon which the National Office is 
touring speakers and acain-st which there has 
been considerable protest in this state, those 
terms being considered too high. 



ABOUT THE JUNGLE. — I have 
I purchased the negative of the motion 
picture of "The Jungle" and I intend 
before long to offer this film to So- 
cialist locals for use at entertainments 
and in other ways.' Before doing so I 
wish to collect some facts as to the 
many cases in which this film was 
shown before socialist audiences. I 
would like to know the impression 
made by it and also the financial 
results. I would be obliged if you 
would publish this notice in order that 
any of your readers who know about 
such productions may communicate 
with me.— UPTON SINCLAIR, Coro- 
nado, Cal. 

The Socialists in the State Legis- 
lature of Saxony, Germany, held a 
caucus and demanded that the gov- 
ernment call the elections for the 
State and local bodies, that maximum 
prices for foodstuffs be established 
and that a guarantee be given that 
further taxes will not be raised by 
levying on necessaries of life, but that 
the land and incomes of the property- 
owners be made to bear the burdens. 



OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING. 
DEC. 18, 1915. 

Meeting called to order 10:30, a.m. 
Present, Goebel, Maurer, Germer and 
Seidel. 

Seidel elected chairman for the day. 
Bertha Hale Brown elected secretary for 
the session. 

Motion by Maurer. 

That we take up the Polish controversy and 
hear the comrades who are present at 2 :00 
p.m. Carried. 

Pending the arrival of LeSueur, the com- 
mittee agreed to consider the communications 
I before them. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

I From W. A. Stafford, State Secretary of 
! Minnesota, in reply to appeal of the National 
; Executive Committee to the State Committee 
jof Minnesota, in re-complaint of Finnish 

Socialist organizations that charters had been 

denied them. 

Motion by Germcr. 

That the Executive Secretary be instructed 
to write VV. A. Stafford and state that the 
letter does not furnish the information we 
seek, and that we desire a specific statement 
why members were expelled and charters re- 
fusd. 

Substitute by Goebel. 

(1) In view of the fact that a number of 
comrades in Minnesota seem to ha\e at least 
some cause for grievance, the Executive 
Secretary be directed to write State Secretary 
Stafford that his reply se*nis hardly as ex- 
plicit as the circumstances and Socialist ethics 
would require. 

(2) That the National Executive Committee 
take no further action, both from a wish to 
avoid even the appearance of assuming the 
functions of a supreme court, and particular- 
ly from a conviction born of experience, that 
active interference by the National Executive 
Committee cannot heal, but may rather in- 
crease the deplorable factional feeling. 

Substitute lost, Goebel voting yes. 

Original motion carried, Maurer and Ger- 
mer voting yes. 

Letters from O. G. Van Schoyck, State 
Secretary of Ohio, submitting correspondence 
with Frank Petrick, Translator-Secretary of 
the South Slavic Socialist Federation. 
Motion by Maurer. 

That the National Executive Committee 
advise Comrade Petrick to comply with the 
state constitution of Ohio. Carried. 

Communication from members of Local 
Boone, Iowa, regarding the expulsion of 
James Archibald. 

Motion by Germcr. 

That the communication be received and 
filed, and that the committee be informed that 
the National Executive Committee has no 
jurisdiction in the matter. Carried. 

From E. Francis Atwood, State Secretary 
of South Dakota, reporting favorable con- 
ditions and appealing for assistance toward 
keeping an organizer in the field for at least 
60 days. 

Motion by Germer. 

That the State of So. Dakota be allowed 
$50.00— $25.00 in literature and $50.00 in sub- 
cards. 

Substitute by Goebel. 

That he be allowed $50 in literature to be 
selected by the Executive Secretary. 
Substitute carried. 

From M. A. Smith, announcing the result 
of a referendum to elect party officials of the 
state of Texas. In this connection, a petition 
from Texas socialists was considered. 

Discussion. 
Motion by Germer. 

That the secretary reply by stating that the 
only request for the sale of dues stnmns that 
can be recognized is set forth in Section 11 
of Article X of the National Constitution. 
Carried. 

From John M. Work, asking whether the 
National Organization would care to have the 
publication of his book, "What's So and What 
Isn't." 

The secretary was instructed to inform 
Comrade Work that circumstances do not 
permit accepting the offer at present. 
SOCIALIST SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

More than forty signed form letters urging 
that steps be taken to establish the Socialist 
Sunday School movement under party 
auspices, were presented for consideration. 
Discussion. 
Motion by Goebel. 

That the committe, without any intention 
of passing on the merits of Socialist Sunday 
schools or Oiseouraging bone fide activities 
of those organizing and carrying them on, 
feel that it has no authority to establish what 
is practically a new department in the Nati- 
onal Office. Carried. 

Adjourned to 2 p.m. 



On Motion No. 34. 

That the National Committe." go on record 
as being opposed to "Preparedness", and the 
plans to increase the U. S. Navy, am: that we 
call upon all labor, fraternal, sufTrajrist and 
religious societies to hold protest nieetings and 
send resolutions to the President of the U. S., 
Congress and the press, and that we open the 
campaign of 1916 with joint meetings on the 
same date with this protest. ■ 

Sadler: Tho I vote "Yes" on No. 34, being 
opposed to preparedness 1 realize that the 
capitalist class are going to prepare in spite 
of any protest from us. Furthermore, 1 oppose 
working in conjunction with religious bodies, 
knowing that if the working class, thru their 
own organizations, cannot prevent the masters 
in this preparation, what hope can we have 
irom the natural enemies of the workers? 

Allen: I am opposed to the United States 
Vieparing to murder anyone, or thru pre- 
paredness inviting anyone to murder us, but 
I hold that it is the function cf the member- 
ship and not of the National Committee to 
determine the party policy on this issue. [ 
therefore decline to vote and ask how the 
National Committee can locally fiy the party 
policy if it is illegal for the National Com- 
mittee to And out what the party policy on the 
issue is to be? 

KATTERFELD: Right at this time when 



IF YOU 

READ NEWSPAPERS 

THEN YOU MUST 

Read Fakes in Journalism 

By Max Sherover 
THIS BOOK SHOWS HOW 

NEWSPAPERS LIE 

AND 

FAKE and DISTORT 

THE NEWS YOU READ. 

Fakes in Journalism 

CONTAINS 96 PAGES 
of sizzling hot facts that will be a 
revelation to you. 

This book has gone thru two edi- 
tions with a circulation approxi- 
mating 50,000. It is written in a 
simple breezy style and is illus- 
trated. 

Price, per copy, 25c, postpaid. 
3 copies, 50 c, postpaid. 
8 copies, $1.00, postpaid. 

Send orders to 

Socialist Party 

803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111. 




Free Literature 



The National Office has some thousands of copies of 
three pamphlets which it can furnish free to Locals or 
individuals who will distribute them. They are: 
The Gunmen of Industry <l 
The Bombshell That Henry Ford Fired 1»-Page 
Socialism the Lone Foe of War $ pamphlets 

These are 16-page pamphlets, and they are all good. 
Hundreds of thousands have been distributed, but'there 
are still localities where they have not been used. 

We will ship them to you by freight, prepaid, for 25 
cents per 1,000, which will not pay freight charges, much 
less packing; 16,000 pages of propaganda for 25 cents. 

SOCIALIST PARTY 

803 W. MADISON, CHICAGO 



SATURDAY AFTERNOON. 
Dec. 18, 1915. 

Meeting called to order at 2 :Z(J. 
Present as before. 

The time having arrived to take up the 
question of the Polish Controversy, both sides 
appeared before the committee. The charge 
that the Polish Socialist P'ederation was 
violating the principles of the Socialist Party 
of the United States by collecting money for the 
struggle of Poland, had been preferred by 
Local Allegheny Country, Pa. The 11th, 12th 
and 15th Ward. Chicago, Polish Branches were 
represented. These branches have withdrawn 
from the federation because of alleged mili- 
tarist propaganda. 

A statement from the Polish Organization 
of Eastern Pa. was read. 

Motion by Maurer. 

That we hear both sides and then give each 
full opportunity to express views on the 
subject, so that the National Executive Com- 
mittee can act more intelligently in the matter. 
Carried. 

It was stated that the specific charge 
against the federation was that it was con- 
ducting propaganda for the Polish Legions. 

The entire afternoon session was devoted 
to the Polish controversy, the committee ad- 
journing at 6 :30 without having taken any 
action. 

Adjourned to 9:30 Sunday morning. 



SUNDAY MORNING. 
Dec. 19, 1915. 

Meeting called to order at 10:00 o'clock. 

Present, Le Sueur. Goebel, Germer, Maurer 
and Seidel. 

LeSueur elected chairman for the day. 

Consideration of the Polish controversy re- 
sumed. 

Motion by Seidel. 

That this committee meet this evening in 
special session at 8 o'clock and then take up 
the demands of the comrades one by one and 
see how they can be conciliated. Carried un- 
animously. 

Consideration of Communications Resumed. 

From the Committee on Resolutions of the 
Y. P. S. L., urging the National Office to 
establish an adequate Y. P. S. I., organ as 
soon as possible. 

Action deferred ; to be taken up with the 
report of the Secretary of the League. 

From the Executive Committee of the 
Socialist Party of Seattle, Washington, 
endorsing the Zimmerwald Manifesto. Com- 
munication received and filed. 

From Meyer London, submitting a resolution 
introduced in the House on Dec. 6, calling 
upon the President of the United States to 
convene a congress of neutral nations to offer 
mediation to the belligerents of Europe. Laid 
over. 

The question of the National Office arrang- 
ing a tour for Comrade Koilantay was brought 
before the meeting, but in view, of the fact 
that the National Committee was acting 
(N. C. Motion No. 33) no action was taken 
by the National Executive Committee. 
Motion by Goebel. 

That the Secretary be instructed to place 
the name of Walter J. Millard on the list of 
available National speakers. Carried. 

Letter from Homer C. Alldrertge, requesting 
that the National Executive Committee issue 
to him a commission permitting him to lecture 
under the auspices of the Socialist Party any- 
where in the United States. 

Motion by Germer. 

That the Secretary be instructed to advise 
Com.-ade Alldredge that no such commission 
as that asked for is issued by the National 
Office. Carried. 

Discussion of the Meyer London Resolution. 
Motion by Goebel. 

"That the National Executive Committee 
noted with pleasure the prompt introduction 
in Congress by Comrade Meyer London of a 
resolution providing that the President of the 
United States shall immediately call a con- 
ference of the neutral nations of the world 
with the purpose, if possible, to bring or 
hasten tho coming of peace in war-distracted 
Europe. And be it further 

Resolved, That we recommend the follow- 
ing line of action by all Socialist and Labor 
union forces : 

(1) That resolutions and petitions be signed 
at mass meetings and otherwise in support of 
the Meyer London Resolution, such petitions 
and resolutions to be forwarded to Comrade 
London ; that all Socialist papers he furnished 
simultaneously wi\h matter for publication on 
the subject and tfat committees be organized 
at such meetings tb further the proposed plan. 

(2) That official \communication through our 
Executive and International Secretaries be 
opened with the Socialist parties of the lead- 
ins: neutral countries with a view of having 



them introduce similar resolutions in the 
parliaments of their respective countries. 

(3) That the National Executive Committee 
elect a committee of three to request im- 
mediately a public hearing of the President 
at which said committee shall urge the 
President to give the resolution his support 
as a matter of common decpney and human- 
ity. Our committee is further instructed that 
at this hearing, if granted, it shall voice the 
emphatic protest of the million Socialist vot- 
ers against the entire so-called preparedness 
program of the administration as being in the 
interests of the munition manufacturers, 
bankers, certain business interests and other 
exploiters of labor, and which inevitably leads 
along the bloody path now being trod by our 
sister nations of Europe. 

Carried unanimously. 

At 2 :00 o'clock the committee adjourned 
until 8 p.m. in order to attend the meeting 
held by the Chicago organization of the Young 
People's Socialist League. 



SUNDAY NIGHT SESSION. 

Meeting called to order at 8 :30. All mem- 
bers present. 

In the absence of Comrade Ijmfersiek, 
Adolph Germer was selected to act as secre- 
tary for the session. 

The session was called to hear the result 
of the negotiations between the two factions 
of the Polish comrades. 

Both factions submitted propositions in 
writing. In addition to these propositions 
and counter-propositions, verbal statements 
were made by Comrades Zmijewdki for the 
Polish Federation and Comrade Elbaum for 
the faction --which withtrew from the Federa- 
tion. 

The entire session was consumed in dis- 
cussion of the Polish controversy. 

Motion by Germer. 

That Seidel and Goebel constitute a com- 
mittee to draft specific propositions and re- 
commendations to the representations of both 
factions and they in turn submit them to 
their constituents as a settlement of their 
differences. Carried. 

The meeting adjourned at midnight, to 
meet at 10:00 Monday morning. 

MONDAY MORNING ' 
Dec. 20, 1915. 

Meeting called to order at 10:00. 
Present as before. 

Maurer elected chairman for the day. 
' A letter was read from the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Italian Socialist Federation, 
protesting against the published statement 
of Charles Edward Russell. 

Motion by Seidel. 

That this communication be received and 
filed. Carried. 

Communication from Local Kokomo, Ind., 
suggesting that leading articles published in 
The American Socialist be reprinted in leaflet 
form. 

Motion by Germer. 

That the Executive Secretary be instructed 
to advise the comrades of the impracticability 
of the plan they propose, and that plans are 
under way to have articles of special value, 
covering the subject mentioned, printed for 
the campaign. Carried. 

Election of committee to request a public 
hearing of the President. 

Motion by LeSueur: * 

That we elect by ballot and vote for three. 
Carried. 

On ballot, Eugene V. Delis, Morris Hillquit 
and James H. Maurer were elected. 

Motion by Seidel. 

That the nominations be made unanimous. 
Carried. 

Motion by Germer. 

That the Executive Secretary be instructed 
to communicate with President Wilson, ask- 
ing him when he can give this committee an 
interview, and requesting that it be given at 
the earliest possible date. Carried. 

Motion by Goebel. 

That the report of the Executive Secretary 
be taken up as the first order of business after 
dinner. Carried. 

Jack Robbins, of Chicago, was given the 
floor to present a request tor the publication 
of literature especially adapted to boys of 16 
and 17 years of^age. 

Motion by LeSueur. 

That Comrade Robbins be requested to co- 
operate with Comrade Kruse as a sammittee 
of two to report at the next meeting of the 
Executive Committee a concrete, definite plan, 
together with such material as they are able 
to gather that they recommend tor public- 
ation. Carried. 

Motion by LeSueur. 

That all candidates for President and Vice- 
President whose names are to go upon the 
referendum ballot for nominations shall each 
be requested to furnish a statement of not 
more than 200 words defining the personal 
attitude of such candidates on militarism and 
preparedness. Carried. 

Adjourned to 2 :00 p.m. 



MONDAY AFTERNOON. 
Dec. 20, 1915. 
Meeting called to order at 3 :00. 
Present as before. 

Report of the Executive Secretary. 
Motion by Germer: 
That the personal membership campaign 
from the National Office be continued and 
encouraged. Carried. 

Motion by LeSueur: 
That the Executive Secretary be instructed 
to communicate with the state secretaries and 
secure information for the use of the Execu- 
tive Committee at the next meeting concern- 
ing the number of states willing to use the 
automobile campaign plan : also the 
Presidential Special, and any other suggest- 
ions concerning the Presidential campaign. 
Carried. 

In connection with the report of the secre- 
tary, LeSueur brought up the mutter of co- 
operation with Frank P. Walsh ir. giving 
publicity to the work of the Industrial Com- 
mission. 

It was agreed that LeSueur should raft 
an answer to the letter from Walsh, presented 
for the consideration of the committee, and 
report to the Executive Committee at the 
Tuesday morning session. 

Motion by LeSueur: 

That the Executive Secretary De instructed 
to send to those names on cards secured by 
Comrade Lehane. three months subscriptions 
to The American Socialist, as fast as 
organization funds will permit. Carried. 
Motion by LeSueur: 

That report of the Executive Secretary be 
received and filed. Carried. 

Motion by Goeb*!: 

Resolved, That the National Executive Com- 
mittee convey to Comrade Pat Quinlan, now 
in the Trenton (New Jersey) penitentiary, 
our earnest sympathy and determination to 
do all to effect his release that the particular 
circumstances permit. 

Comrade Quinlan was convicted of making 
a speech inciting to riot in a meeting that 
almost forty witnesses swore he did not 
address at all : and is now serving a term of 
seven year3 and a fine of five hundred dollars. 
We urge the comrades throughout the country 
to co-operate financially or otherwise as 
circumstances permit, with any plans the New 
Jersey State Committee may have toward 
securing justice in this caie. Carried. 
Lecture Bureau: 

The continvation of the work of the lecture 
bureau after January first vas considered. 
Motion by LeSueur: 

That the Secretary be instructed to retain 
Thornpson as long as he can htay. and in the 
meantime ' effect the best arrangements that 
can be made. Carried. 

Lehane Lecture Tour: 
Motion by LeSueur: 

That the Secretary be authorizsd to proceed 
with the tour, providing no expense to the 
National Office is involved. Carried. 

Adjourned to 9:30 Tuesday morning. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 
Dec. 21. 1915. 

Meeting called to order at 10:00 o'clock.. 
Present as before. 

Goebel elected chairman for the day. 

The following motion, offered by Germer 
and amended by LeSxieur, wa3 adopted : 

WHEREAS, The Metal Miners of the 
Morensi Arizona field have been on strike for 
several months for more wa-jes and. better 
working conditions, and 

WHEREAS, These strikers hr.ve stood 
loyally by their cause and are making every 
sacrifice and submitting to every inconvenience 
necessary to accomplish their just purposes, 
and 

WHEREAS, The one hope of the Phelps- 
Dodge interests is to starve the strikers and 
their families into submission, therefore be it 

RESOLVED, by the National Executive 
Committee of the Socialist Party that we 
pledge our loyalty to the striking workers and 
call upon the comrades and sympathizers to 
render all possible moral »n<J material support 
to these struggling workers upon the in- 
dustrial battlefield everywhere and that im- 
mediate material assistance be. rendered to the 
Arizona striking miners in their desperate 
need. 

Flour and beans above all is what they 
need. , 

Comrades, rally to their support. Send your 
contributions to the National Office of the 
Socialist Party, 803 W. Madison Street, Chin 
cago, 111. 



Motion by Seidel: 
That {25.00 be set aside and that we get 
in touch with Comrade Huggins and see which 
way the money can be made to go furthest. 
Carried. 

A telegram was read from Herman Schlue- 
ter and Ludwig Lore, editors of the Volks- 
zeitung, requesting the Executive Committee 
to decide that not only Presidential and Vice- 
Presidential candidates, but thobo for the 
Executive Committee and for Executive 
Secretary should file statement giving views 
on war and preparedness. 

Motion by Maurer: 

To_ reconsider the motion requiring the 
candidates for President and Vice-President to 
file a 15 0 word statement on their views on 
war and militarism. Carried. 

Motion by Maurer: 

That we request all candidates for President, 
Vice-President, Executive 1 - Committee and 
Executive Secretary, to express their views 
on militarism and preparedness in a 150-word 
article, to be fi|ed in the National Office not 
later than January 7, and to be printed in 
The American Socialist in the following issue. 
Carried. 

The question of co-operating with the In- 
dustrial Commission was again brought before 
the committee. 

Motion by Germer. 

That the secretary be instructed to write 
a letter to Frank P. Walsh extending the co- 
operation of the Executive Committee to the 
Industrial Commission in their work of 
publicity, and their efforts to bring about co- 
operation between the industrial and political 
forces of Labor. Carried. 

POLISH CONTROVERSY. 
Motion by LeSueur: 

That without finally determining the 
question of the ownership of "The Polish 
Miner", the Pittsburgh newspaper, * and 
realizing that we have no jurisdiction to 
determine the ownership, but for the purpose 
of making a temporary settlement pending 
the final adjustment of the controvcisy between 
the seceding Polish branches and the Polish 
Federation, it is the opinion ot the Executive 
Committee that the old paper is entitled to 
the mailing privileges and management of the 
paper, pending the final adjustment between 
the seceding branches and the Poljsh Federa- 
tion. Carried. 

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS. 
Motion by Maurer : 

That we instruct our Secretary to arrange 
affairs in the office so that he can, if possible, 
p:et along on one-half the floor space that he 
has now and if this can he done, to make a 
new lease with the landlord with the under- 
standing that we only pay in proportion for 
the space used. 

If this cannot be done, then he shall look 
around for headquarters elsewhere that will 
meet these requirements, and submit to the 
National Executive Committee for final decis- 
ion the best terms he is aole to secure. Car- 
ried. 

REPORT ON THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST. 
By J. L. Engdahl, Editor and Circulation 
Manager. 

REPORT ON THE PARTY PRESS SERVICE 
AND PLATE SERVICE 
By J. L. Engdahl, Editor. 
Adjourned to 2 :30. 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON. 
Dec. 21, 1915. 

Meeting called to order 2 :30. 
Present as before. 

Discussion on report of The American So- 
cialist and the party plate and press service. 
Motion by Germcr : 

That the Editor of The American Socialist 
be authorized to continue his negotiations with 
the American Press Association in an effort 
to establish a plate service. Carried. 

Motion by LeSueur: 

That the Executive Secret-aiv authorized 
to negotiate with the New York Call and 
other Socialist papers to arrange, a news 
service at a cost to the National Office not to 
exceed $10 per week. Carried. 

Motion by Germer: 

That the Secretary be Instructed to write 
Comrade Meyer London stating that the 
National Office would liRe to know the names 
of the advisory committee selected by him in 
accordance with the request of the National 
Committee. Carried. 

Seidel submits report on Polish Controversy. 
Discussion. 
Motion by LeSueur: 

To adopt the report of the committee as 
amended. Carried. 

REPORT OF THE YOUNG PEOPLE'S 
DEPARTMENT. 
By Wm. F. Kruse, Secretary. 

Recommendations: (1) The establishment of 
a Y. P. S. L. paper. No action. (2) To ar- 
range a lecture tour. 

Motion by LeSueur: 

That comrade Kruse be allowed to make an 
effort to secure twenty-five dates, according 
to recommendation. Carried. 

Motion by LeSueur: 

That the report of the Secretary of the 
Young People's Department ho accepted. Car- 
ried. 

Motion by LeSueur: 

That the Executive Secretaty be authorized 
to handle the Digest of the Manley Report of 
the Commission on Industrial Relations, the 
sale price to left in the hands of the secretary. 
Carried. 

Motion by Germer: 

That the secretary be instructed to com- 
municate with Upton Sinclair to see what 
arrangements can be made to handle his book, 
"King Coal". Carried. 

Maurer reported that he had investigated 
the complaint of Local Cook County that the 
members of the Lithuanian P'ederation had 
not made individual application for member- 
ship, which was brought before the committee 
at the September meetimc. He stated that 
the dissatisfaction was <1U2 to misunderstand- 
ing, and that the members had signed appli- 
cations printed in the Lithuanian language. 
Motion by LeSueur: 

That Comrade Maurer's report be accepted. 
Carried. 

Discussion of 1916 Campaign funds. 

National Platform. 

Motion by LeSueur: 

That each member of Uie committee submit 
draft of platform at next meeting. Carried. 
Motion b> Seidel: 

To reconsider action just taken on the PoS 
ish Controversy, as one member of the sub- 
committee was not present when the"""repo?t 
was adopted. Carried. 

After some discussion, the following report 
was adopted : 

"After hearing the points in dispute between 
the contestants in the Polish conti'oversy, the 
National Executive Committee recommends as 
the best way to an understanding the follow- 
ing : 

(1) That the seceding comrades return im- 
mediately to the Federation. 

(2) That under no condition the Federation 
officers are to solicit oy' coerce members into 1 
rendering aid or assistance to military organiz- 
ations. 

(3) Comrades, in view of the fact that we 
are facing the most important presidential 
campaign in which many issues of vital im- 
portance for the people of the United States 
are to be decided, the National Executive 
Committee of the Socialist Party appeals to 
the membership of the Polish Alliance So- 
cialist Party to bury their differences and 
concentrate all efforts toward building up a 
strong organization. As necessary to that end. 
we strongly recommend to the membership of 
the Federation to initiate and decide favorably 
to eliminate from the preamble of their con- 
stitution the following words : 

"The Polish Alliance of the Socialist 
Party acknowledges in reference to the 
choice of methods of struggle in the old 
country the democratic principles of 
referendum and acknowledges therefore 
the Executive Committee of the Polish 
Social Democratic Party o r Galicia and 
Silesia as a legal representation of Pol- 
ish workingclass in Austrian Poland 
and the similar body of the Polish So- 
cialist Party in Prussian Toland. As to 
the Russian Poland in view of the 
superior forces of the tsarism and of the 
lack of any legal political life in that 
part of Poland " 

Let us consider all other problems, com- 
rades, however vital, as subservient to the 
main issue and bend alf our efforts toward 
the victorious campaign in lPlfi" 
Motion by Maurer: 

Resolved, that after the reconciliation 
of the comrades, the management and control 
of Gornik Polski (Polish Miner) be re- 
established as provided for by the constitution 
of the Federation, and all previous and tem- 
porary arrangements by the National Execu- 
tive Committee concerning that paper to 
cease. Carried. 

It was reported by Germer that E. J 
Brown of Seattle, Wash., claims that he had 
requested the return of certain documents 
of his which he sent to the National Office 
some time ago, and that hia request had not 
been complied with. 

The Executive Secretary was instructed to 




I have helped thousands 
of other men to attain suc- 
cess, and I will do it for you. 
If you are plodding along 
in a dull rut, if you are un- 
derpaid, if you are gnash- 
ing your teeth with an unful- 
filled ambition to get ahead, to 
do things, to too somebody, I can 



surely and absolutely show you the 

way out, as thousands of others will gladly testify I nave 
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done for them. Will you put your 
case in my hands? Will you let me 
help you? I can positively help you 
to bigger, better things— to be the 
successful man you want to be. It 
costs nothing to read and learn for 
yourself. Do it— for your own sake. 



President 

American Correspondence School of Lmw 



LAW ls Vou * B - 9 



Opportunity 



The successful man is the* legally trained man. I will help you because I will 
train you to go out and fight life's battles. I will bring a legal training to you 
—at your home — by mail — for a few cents a day. Think of it! 

A few cents a day! What possibilities loom up 
before you! Man, man, do you realize what this 
means to you? A legal education means capital. 
It is the very foundation of success. The legally 
trained man wins. In business— in politics— in 
society he is the leader. Nothing trains a man to 



think so quickly— to reason so logically, to be sys- 
tematic, forceful and dominant— as the law. 

Judge Gary, head of the U. S. Steel Corporation, 
is an example of legal training in business. Joseph 
i H. Defrees, President of the Chicago Association 



of Commerce, forged ahead as a business man be- 
cause he knew law. President Wilson, whose 
concise, logical method of thinking and talking 
has won the world's applause, trained his mind by 
the reading of law. Abraham Lincoln rose to un- 
dying fame from the study of law— at home, alone. 
You, too. can rise to a position of power and 



prestige. You can becom e a leader in your chosen 
field. A local training is the strongest preparation 
for business success, and it is the Droadest, short* 
est road to fame and fortune. 



j I Now Personally Offer You the Greatest 
i Educational Opportunity Ever Conceived 

! I have personally planned a way to make a thorough legal education possible for every man who 
will write me or send me the coupon below. Do not make any plans for your future until you know 
all about this new, remarkable special offer. 



No other institution ever offered you, ever could offer 
you, the wonderful opportunty tocommencelmmedlately 
to get ahead, that I offer to you, so send the coupon now 
—today, before it is too late. 

This is a strictly limited offer, and may be withdrawn 
at any moment, so send the coupon today. 

The American Correspondence School of Law was es- 
tablished in 1886, and is the oldest, largest and strongest 
Home Study Law School in the World. Thousands of suc- 
cessful men got their start from this school. You can aa 



surely get your start— bat more than that, by my personal 
offer , r will make it so easy for you that you cannot afford 
to let the chance dip. Decide new to learn Law. Our 
complete Home Study Law Course is not abbreviated or 
condensed. It Is thorough and complete. Known aa the 
Nation's Famous Home Study Law Course. It la written 
so you can understand it. No special edueatlon re- 

Zulred. Our system combines the Text Book, Case and 
ecture methods of instruction same as the big resident 
universities. 




Send the Coupon — Get This Offer 



Now before it' a too late , tear off the coupon aad mail It for fa 1 
particulars. Mnt free. When you know Law, there will be do Urn 1 
to your chances for advancement. No matter who you are, or 



what roar occupation or prevlou* education may be, you can 
ilaw quickly 

aara while you leant. You can win Bucceaa. Power an< 

Wealth. You can become legally trained. Our simplified methoi 



makes Law eaay. 

■dlwillhel 

' "at the fact 
ip your op 

r Jay- 

>arti?utara absolutely Free, without 



You can win 8ucceaa 

rally trained. Our eimt 

Rise up!— Get ahead! Be somebody 1 You eaa 

You can jret ahead juat aa quick as 

■* " Law. 3uat fill 

you 
also 



Jet &e facts. You can jret. 

anyone If rou araap your opportunity- iryou know Law. Jus 
in tho coupon and mail It today-NOW. . I will f ladly send you 
■ * ' - - *" — L objuration to you. and also 

n Law." Telia you all at 



facta. 

ur oppoi 
It today 

JVee.wl 

tiar 164-paae book on "How to Learn law." ,'1'ella you all aDoul 
che wonderful opportunities that come to the lenny-trained man. 
Send no money— everything* Free. Juat send the coupon to me 



full 
about 



This Magnificent Law Library 
With Every Course 

Twelve massive volumes— 8000 pages— standard law * «#^' 
size— bound in % Law Sheep. The only great work on law ever a .a s* u a 

prepared especially for correspondence instruction. Gradu- W SaMCIS! Off fit I rOHI tflfi rr6Slt1Bllf 
ate correspondence students hold highest records-are •jpWViai VIIUI II VIM r 1 wwiwvill 

most successful in passing bar examinations. We poal- ^ j. E. MARKUS, President, 
ti vely guarantee to ooaoh free, any graduate falling 
to paaa bar examination, 
course that teaches y< 
tlclng law in your own h( 
leurn each point by actunl, - 

authoritative court cases and aeoislona ana careiuuy a - rnar* wiw 
prepared especially for home study, as Interesting; «■* to Learn Law. 
as tney are Instructive. You have the irreateat legal _ 
Ulentin the country to help you. Our Faculty and ■ 
Lecturer** include distinguisad Lawyers, ^Judges Name 

and Legal Kxperta. There is no uncertaintIS about ■ *"-".**' 

our methods. Thia ia the greateat correspondence m 
law course in the world. ■ * • • 

Get my SPECIAL OFFKR today and prove It. ■ Address... 



write to Comrade Brown reqiiCFtir.K a state- 
ment from him of the documents which he 
claims, and if they are in possession of the 
National Office that they hs returned 

The fourth meeting: of the Executive Com- 
mittee was fixed for the Teh of June, 1916, in 
case there should be a National Convention. 
If the convention is not hold the committeo 
will meet on the 10th of Jane. 

Maurer submitted a letter irom Robert B. 
Rinjder, requesting to know if there is any 
constitutional obstacle in the way of fereijrn 
branches buying: their due stamps direct ivoni 
County eecretaries. 

The secretary was instructed to inform 
Comrade Ringler that there is no prohibition 
of the kind, and to call his attention to the 
provision in the constitution cn the subject. 

Committee adjourned to meet Saturday. 
March 11, 1918. 

BERTHA HALE BROWN, 

Secretary. 



The Jingoes want war. We do not. 
Get a movie or slide picture machine 
and spend the winter making War 
against War, and converts to Social- 
ism at the same time. ) It's a good, 
profitable business as w<-U. Write Dr. 
E. E. Sonnanstine, Girard^ Kan., for 
particulars. Start th<» campaign 
no*- 



KANSAS STATE CONVENTION. 

The Socialists of Kansas have just 
closed one of the most successful and 
enthusiastic conventions ever held in 
the history of the party in the State. 
There was a large delegation in at- 
tendance and all were agreed that 
irrespective of any reverses the party 
may have had in the past, the work 
should be pushed ahead with un- 
swerving determination. The con- 
vention began promptly on time and 
went about its work with dispatch 
and thoroness. A new plan of attack 
in extending the work wa3 decided 
upon, namely that of reaching all the 
socialist voters in the state and en- 
listing their assistance as far as 
possible, in distributing literature, 
getting signatures to petitions and 
carrying on the work of advancing 
the cause generally, and at the same 
time urging them to become full 
fledged socialists by becoming Red 
Card Members, following the example 
of Oklahoma in achieving its remark- 
able results. This is to be undertaken 
immediately. 

In order to be able to carry out the 
above plans it was voted to add 5c 
dues a month per member to that 
now received for a literature fund 
with which to purchase literature 
with which to supply all those who 
are willing to assist in distributing 
same. Wherever possible the distri- 
butors are to work in teams of three 
or more in each precinct in the State. 

The adoption of Socialist Study 
Courses by Locals was strongly urg- 
ed. Resolutions strongly condemning 
the present militarism craze were 
adopted. One of the party officials 
who had recommended members of 
the Socialist party to vote for a can- 
didate for district Judge on a Non- 
partisan ticket was effectually dealt 
with. 

Every section of the state was re- 
presented and all went away feeling 
that splendid work had been accom- 
plished. Undoubtedly the party in 
Kansas will move ahead with renewed 
life from now on. — GEO. W. KLEI- 
HEGE, Kansas State Secretary. 



Local Kings County. N. Y., has 

approved of the action of the national 
executive committee in endorsing tho 
manifesto of the International So- 
cialist Conference held at Zimmer- 
wald, Switzerland, and has donated 
$10 to finance the temporary inter- 
national bureau creatjed by this con- 
ference. 



MEET AT THE HAGUE. 

It is reported, in an Associated 
Press cable, that a number of pro- 
minent Socialists from all the belli- 
gerent countries except Italy, met 
last Wednesday at The Hague to dis- 
cuss steps which might be taken to 
help bring about a speedy peace. 

The Telcgraaf, Amsterdam, says 
the meeting was held at the offices of 
the International Socialist Bureau. 
The discussions are reported to have 
been of a very provisional character. 
The Dutch delegates of the inter- 
national bureau had the proceedings 
under their direction. 

It will be remembered that the 
headquarters of the International 
Socialist Bureau, Camille Huysmans, 
secretary, was transferred from 
Brussels to The Hague, shortly after 
the Germans captured the Belgian 
capital. This is the first time that So- 
cialists from belligerent countries 
have met at the headquarters of the 
bureau. News of what really trans- 
pired at this meeting will be awaited 
with interest. 

That a serious break has finally 
come in the Socialist delegation in 
the German reichstag is shown by the 
vote on war credit of $2,500,000,000 
requested by the government. Nine- 
teen Socialists voted against the war 
credits. Before the vote was taken 
Friedrich August Karl Geyer read a 
brief statement on behalf of the So- 
cialist minority explaining their nega- 
tive vdte, while Friedrich Ebert spoke 
in behalf of the Socialist majority, 
which voted for the war credits. In 
the vote on previous war credits 
Liebknecht has practically stood alone 
in his opposition. 



A district convention of Socialist 

delegates was held in Paris in which 
it was demanded that the government 
withdraw the censorship against the 
press and speech, deal with the high 
cost of living by establishing maxi- 
mum prices for necessaries of life and 
suspend the right of landlord to col- 
lect rents during the war. 



THE COMING KINGDOM 



Lincoln Phifer's Great Book 

Forecasted this war and another to 
follow it, thru an analysis of the old 
law of periodicity, on which the 
prophets of old replied. It is a schol- 
arly analysis of the early Christian 
ideal, the Kingdom of Heaven, show- 
ing wherein it resembled and where 
it differs from the Socialist ideal. 
Nineteen "books," 90 chapters, 800 
pages. 

A Dollar Book for Fifty Cents. 

"I have read The Coming Kingdom 
carefully two or three times.. It takes 
a great hold on me." — Comrade 
Kruke, Corning, N. Y. 

Address: 

National Office Socialist Party, 
803 W. Madison St., Chicafa. 



Weekly, 50 Cents per Year. 
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MAKE EVERY SOCIALIST 
VOTER AN AMERICAN 
SOCIALIST READER 



Socialism In Canada, Hit by 



; any land or nation under any circum- 
. stances. , 'v 

- _ _ _ _ - a — ■ _ ■_ ^ ■ _ _r^^— „'t With one V two exceptions our 

* W a r MadllGSSf I S Fl g I! 1 1 1! g \J IT prominent Canadian Socialists have 



ANOTHER NEW YEAR. ! 

This week we start another year. J 
This is going to be the biggest year { 
for Socialism in the United States and ! 
thruout the world. It is going to be a 
big year for The American Socialist. 

Saturday, Jan. 1, greets us with 
another increase in the circulation 
figures. It is not a very big gain. But 
the big gains are coming Boon. 

The "ons" this week outnumber the 
"offs" to the tune of 114 strong and 
lusty new subs. That carries our 
circulation up to 41.108. We want to 
keep it going up. Start the new year 
by sending in a new sub. Then repeat 
this. every week during the year. That 
will make for a strong paper and a 
strong movement to combat the enemy 
in November. 



ROLL OF HONOR 



F. A. LAMBRECH, Erie, Pa., sends In a 

club of four and says it is the duty of all 
Socialists to do the same. 

W. 8. CRATER announces that he is plan- 
ning to open the Progressive News and Book 
Store at 405 E. 12th St.. Kansas City, Mo., 
and ifcat he will have Socialist nspers and. 
literature for sale. We hope he works up a 
big business. 

O. H. KUDLUFF. San Marcial, N. Mex., 
s'i?ds !!i p fist of nine on our plan to give 
one cony of the Socialist Party Campaign Book 
v ; «h every year's sub at SO cents. Get a list 
<>! vca'-'.v subs and a bunch of campaign books 
to help roil up a big vote in November. 

OT'Vo AKOLA. Virginia, Minn., sends in a 
1 >~ t ot !V from the Minnesota iron country. 

\V> a«-<? sending one of our souvenir pen- 
uruts to H. H. COOPER, at Cristobal, the 
('»•!!•! >"onc. Panama, as a reward for the list 
ot i"?\tn subs he has just sent in. 

A iif.v et eight subs comes from THOMAS 
CARDV. '.-lens Fells, N. Y. 

TOM 1RAN1CH, East Si. Louis. 111., sends 
in ■), list of six subs and gets one of our 
souvenir nennants. 

W, J. HENRY", Poorman, Alaska, sends in 
» « elcomo list cf nine subs from Uncle Sam's 
fa' northern possession. 

"(vjceot to send you a list, of tubs in the 
res- uture". writes .1. C. HOGAN, Monroe. 

V. \W!1 be ready to take care of them, 
t o«r«'Je- 

Another souvenir pennant goes to EDWARD 
MILLER. Clinton, Ind. He sent in a list of 

V. AIM) WILSON. Cloquet. Minn., sends in 
»> list of 17 ::ub? and gets one of our souvenir 

lull «<■•. 

.'•is! ;>b we pre going to press a "Merry 
\hies" rnd g lbt of nine sube came hustling 
in from K. NEUGEBAUER, Ansonia, Conn. 

' ' am g!ad to see our Paper gaining and 
setting better, too", n rites J. R. ALLISON. 
Hughes Springs, Texas. "Hope it will continue 
to gain and get better". We hope so, too. 

•10SEPH TV. Ml LTV. Lincoln, 111., comes In 
t if h b lift of ?0 sub?, tor which >ve gladly 
•■"-rid hint our uouvenir pennant and The 
American Socialist's knife. 

"t am on the firing line continuously", says 
Ccmrade !?. F. STREET. Wiltiiord, Ark. "I 
*m 72 y?DT« young and have been enlisted for 
in years for the emancipation of all industriaal 
rIr' p», myself included". He sends in a club 
of four to hslp in ;he struggle. 

"f am enclosing $1 for which please send me 
p bundle of four copies of The American So- 
lialist for one year. T am already tuking two 
i npies. but they arc not enough", writes J. B. 
K'JTHERFORD. Long Beach, Cal. Does any- 
body else feel the same way about It? 

"May The American Socialist and its 
boosters prosper during 1916", writes Frederick 
Swanson, our faithful worker nt Balboa, 
nn the Canal Zone at Panama. He sent a 
beautiful card wishing nil The American 
Socialist boosters a Merry Christinas and n 
Hsppy New Year. 



THE HENRY DUBBS. 
Br HARRY JAMES STUTZLEN. 
The Henry Dubbs of our fair land. 

As Ryan Walker ably shows. 
Have not enough of sense to ntand 

Up for their rights, which "goodness 
knows" 

Are just as plain as "plain can be", 

If they had brains enough to see. 

To rouse them needs a stick or axe. 

And wise men's patience sorely tax. 

They arc i detriment to man, 

Their "holding out" keeps back the 
span 

That Socialism spreads across; 

And causes needless time be lost. 

Oh Henry Dubbs you are so dense. 

vYour ignorance is "most immense". 
You think your friend is "Capital", 

And over you they've cast a spell 
Thnt time alone will rouse; and when 

You do awake, then act like "Men." 



NOTE. — The Socialist movement in Canada has almost been smoth- 
ered bv the war craze. It is an indication of what may happen to the 
Socialist movement in the United States if the insane militarists are not 
met and routed. The Forward, official organ of the Canadian Socialists, 
is having a hard time weathering the storm. In this article, A. W. Mance, 
editor of The Forward, tells what is going on across our northern border. 

By A. W. MANCE. 

GEOGRAPHICALLY, Canada extends from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
Ocean, and from the northern border of the United States to the 
North Pole. The St. Lawrence River and chain of Great Lakes give 
it a continual commercial waterway into the interior to the head of Lake 
Superior, a distance of over 2.000 miles. Besides this, panada is now crossed 
from east to west by three great transcontinental railway systems, which have 
opened to capitalist exploitation • the tremendous resources of half a conti- 
nent. 

Canada is in every sense the land of magnificent distances and illim- 
itable resources and opportunities. It has an area (including the Yukon and 
Northwest Territories) of about three and one-half million square miles, and 
is easily capable of supporting; in comfort a population of one hundred mil- 
lion people. 

The present population is about seven and one-half million. Of thjs 
number, nearly two million are Canadian French, located mostly in the 
Province of Quebec where they continue to speak the French language and 
live under religious and political institutions of French origin. Besides this 
French-speaking population, there are some six hundred thousand recently 
arrived emigrants from other European countries than the British Isles 
These emigrants have been attract- 
ed to Canada by the large demand 
for common labor, during the past 
years, owing to the unprecedented 
railroad construction and develop- 
ment, and the opportunity to get 
free or cheap lands along the new 
railway lines. The balance of the 
population consists of native Cana- 
dians and "British-born" in about even 
proportion. 

Historically, Canada, since it was 
ceded to ^the English by the French 
in 1763, has developed from a few 
scattered crown colonies into the 
"grand Dominion," consisting of nine 
provinces and the Yukon and North- 
west Territories. 

Since 1861 it has been the most im- 
portant of Britain's great self-gov- 
erning colonies, and is fast evolving 
into a "nation." The dominion gov- 
ernment is located at Ottawa. The 
government consists of a governor- 
general, appointed by the British gov 
eminent: a narliament elected by 
manhood suffraere. on a representa- 
tion according to population, and a 
senate, the members of which are ap- 
pointed for life by the political party 
which happens to be in nower when 
vacancies occur. The functions of 
the governor-general and senate are 
largely nominal, and but seldom if 
ever exercised, except in a social and 
advisory capacity. They are the po- 
litical vermiform appendix of the 
past and perpetuated largely as or- 
naments. 

Economically and industrially Can- 
ada is in a stage of development which 
produces a vast variety of economic 
and social conditons in different .sec- 
tions of the country. Many portions 
of the French districts are almost 
medieval in their industrial develop- 
ment and live the simple peasant life 
under the same religious, political and 
social institutions their ancestors 
brought with them from France dur- 
ing the seventeenth century. In the 
western provinces conditions are very 
similar to those of the middle and 
western States of the Union. 




NOTE. — In this column there Is trftced, trom 
week to week, the development of a typical 



courageously defied the beast of war 
and militarism and continued to 
spread the Socialist propaganda and 

educational message in the midst of I ™ ^rV^n^™ r=ed here "and 

the beating of drums and the tramp the chances are that you will find some of 

I your own here set forth. Each installment is 
j practically complete in itself, but it is advis- 



The Nashville. Tenn., police chief 

differs from the usual run of his col- 
leagues. One Sunday the Socialist 
local was surprised to receive a visit 
from Chief of Police Bartell. He did 
not attend the meeting to read the 
riot act or to search the premises for 
concealed bombs. Instead, the chief 
mounted the platform and gave quite 
r lengthy talk to the audience. He 
said his opinions concerning Socialism 
had materially changed since giving 
some serious study to the subject. The 
more he learned of Socialism the more 
favorably impressed he became. The 
chief said he had never heard of any 
valid objections to the principles ad- 
vocated by the Socialists. 



lamy movement, which had expressed 
itself thru the Socialist Leagues. 

During the past 15 years the So- 
cialist propaganda and agitation has j Canadian people face the certain hid 
been carried on by various organiza- eous aftermath of the great debauch 
tions, all of which have claimed to be of blood and "patriotism " 



of war-mad hosts. 

After the War. 
It is too early to attempt to pre- 
dict what will be the ultimate effect 
of the war on the Canadian Socialist 
movement, but everything now in- 
dicates that when it is over the so- 
cial and industrial ground will be so 
flowed and harrowed that it will be 
in. a splendid condition to receive the 
Socialist message. It is now gener- 
ally conceded by students of political, 
economic and social conditons, that 
State "Socialism" in some form is 
the only thing that can save the coun- 
try from a conditon of financial and 
industrial anarchy. Everything so- 
cial, political and industrial, and even 
religious (for Canada, be it known, 
is the most religious country in the 
world outside of Russia), is in the 
melting pot. 

The final outcome of the war and 
the length of 'its endurance is the 
factor which will largely determine 
what form the mold this fluxed and 
melted mass will run in, to be crystal- 
lized when the war is over, and the 



H. Scott Bennett, the well known 

Socialist from Australia who met 
with a big reception on the Pacific 
Coast, is now ready to fill dates in 
Ktates between Chicago and New York 
City. Apply to the National Office, 
Socialist Party, 803 W. Madison St., 
C Chicago. 



Socialism in Canada. 

About thirty years ago the modern 
capitalist world awoke to the fact 
that Canada offered a most promis- 
ing field for the operation of high 
finance and up-to-date capitalist ex- 
ploitation. Up to that period the 
ideas and aspirations born in an ag- 
ricultural country predominated both 
politically and socially. Since 1880, 
the first period of great industrial ex- 
pansion, the capitalist and industrial 
element has dominated the entire po- 
litical and industrial situation, and 
thus the conditions which cause So- 
cialist thought and activity to spring 
into existence have been ever-pres- 
ent. 

The first Socialist movement in 
Canada sprang from the general 
reading of Bellamy's famous book, 
"Looking Backward." As a result of 
the discussion and thought engendered 
by the reading of that work, "Social- 
ist Leagues" sprang up in scores of 
cities and towns. A weekly news- 
paper, called "City and Country," 
which advocated the ideas of Bella- 
my, had a very wide circulation. 

Needless to say, the Socialism dis- 
cussed and propagated thru these 
leagues at that time was of a char- 
acter almost entirely Utopian. 

In these Socialist Leagues, inspired 
by their splendid Utopian vision, thou- 
sands of Canadians now of middle 
age and growing old received their 
first idea of Socialism. 

Here and there from time to time 
a few men with a queer Socialist doc- 
trine from the United States or the 
British Isles appeared. They spoke 
of Scientific Socialism, Economic De- 
! terminism, the Class Struggle, Work- 
ing Class Mission, Internationalism, 
etc., etc., in ad infinitum. Thus the 
peaceful, beautiful atmosphere of the 
middle-class. Socialist dreamers who 
made up the Socialist Leagues was 
gradually shattered, and modern So- 
cialist thought and viewpoint gradual- 
ly undermined and succeeded the Bel- 



of the Marxian Scientific School, with 
the various degrees of success which 
is the common history of the Socialist 
movement in its earlier stages in most 
countries. 

Social-Democrats Dominate. 
At the present time the organiza- 
tion known as the Social-Democratic 
party of Canada is numerically the 
predominating Socialist organization 
in most localities in Canada. 

The Ultra-Scientific, Revolutionary, 
Uncompromising, International, Clear 
as Crystal School of Socialism, known 
so well thruout the States by their 
tactics, methods and phrases, carry 
on their agitation thru an organiza- 
tion known as the "Socialist Party of 
Canada," and express themselves thru 
a magazine published in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, and known as the 
"Western Clarion." 

The Socialist movement of Canada 
has not yet succeeded in breaking 
into the national parliament, altho the 
Social Democratic party is ably repre- 
sented in the British Columbia legis- 
lature by two elected members who 
constitute the only opposition to an 
otherwise "Conservative Party" mo- 
nopoly of all the seats in the parlia- 
ment of that province. The Social 
Democratic party members in the 
British Columbia legislature are Par- 
ker Williams and Jack Place. 

At the recent election in the prov- 
ince of Manitoba, the Social Demo- 
cratic party succeeded in electing an 
able representative of the working 
class from the city of Winnipeg in 
the person of R. A. Rigg', and came 
within a few votes of electing Arthur 
Beech from the same city to the pro- 
vincial legislature. 

Effects of the War. 

When the present industrial crisis 
and war broke out, the Social Demo- 
cratic party of Canada had 170 or- 
ganizations with a total dues-paying 
membership of about 4,000. Several 
weekly and monthly papers in the 
English and other languages, one 
daily published in the Finnish lan- 
guage, which were pushing the prop- 
aganda vigorously when the cyclone 
struck. 

Eighteen months of industrial de- 
pression caused by the bursting of the 
bubble of wild speculation during the 
ten-year boom which accompanied the 
great railway development, together 
with 15 months of war craze (for you 
must understand that Canada repre- 
sents America in the present great 
European conflict now, raging), has 
played havoc with our Canadian So- 
cialist and Labor press. 

During this period unemployment 
and distress have been very preva- 
lent and many active Socialists have 
bene victimized because of their ac- 
tivity in the movement. At the pres- 
ent time our membership is badly 
scattered and many local organiza- 
tions have ceased to exist and many 
others merely live in a condition of 
suspended animation. The "Canadian 
Forward," the official organ of the 
Social Democratic party of Canada, 
is the only paper representing the So- 
cial Democratic party which has not 
been compelled to suspend publica- 
tion until the war is over and times 
become somewhat normal. The For- 
ward has the support of the whole 
party behind it, but still has a hard 
struggle and its future is quite un- 
certain, for outside of the few out- 
and-out Socialists scattered thruout 
the dominion, nothing is thought of 
or talked about except the war and 
its prosecution and possible outcome. 

The noble efforts of a few hun- 
dred Canadian Socialists to keep the 
red flag flying during theseYtrying 
and utterly crazy "pa triotic"\ times 
will compare favorably with the no- 
blest sacrifices made for our great 
cause and movement, with the best 
that have ever been given to it in 



Thinly scattered thruout cities and 
towns and in the mining camps and 
on the prairie farms there are a few 
thousand Socialists intelligently 
watching the melting process, who 
can be depended on to arouse the ex- 
ploited toilers to take advantage of 
every opportunity to enlighten and 
strengthen the political and economic 
position of the Canadian wage work- 
ers and working farmers, whom mod- 
ern international capitalism is skin- 
ning as ['lose as toilers were ever 
skinned in any land. 

Faces Great Opportunity. 
Canada is a country of wonderful 
undeveloped resources and possibili- 
ties. But unless the working pop- 
ulation wakes up to the real situation 
without delay, the last timber limit, 
mining region and agricultural sec- 
tion will be capitalized and the pres- 
ent, and future population for genera- 
tions to come will inherit, not the glo- 
rious possibilities that Canada offers 
as a home for free men and free 
women and happy children, but in- 
stead will inherit the wage slaves' 
and exploited farmers' portion of 25 
per cent of the wealth they produce. 

The Socialist movement of Canada, 
though young and comparatively 
small, is virile, hopeful and courage- 
ous. But it will be compelled to do 
battle in a land where there is no 
breath of radicalism such as is found 
in most industrial countries. The or- 
thodox churches (both Protestant and 
Catholic) and the public press and 
schools of Canada are absolutely dom- 
inated by big capitalist interests to an 
txtent unknown anywhere else. 

What the near future has in store 
for Socialism in Canada it would be 
rash to predict at this time. 

Those of us who have vision and 
understanding as the result of the 
study of the Socialist philosophy may 
be depended upon to contribute our 
best to the cause of Socialism, which 
we fully realize is destined in the 
end to free humanity and make this 
old world a fit habitation for sane 
human beings to live a life worth 
while. 

Canadian Socialists rejoice with you 
in the United States because of the 
splendid progress the movement is 
making, there. We fully expect that 
the results of the work that you are 
now doing will flow across the four- 
thousand-mile border when the war 
is over and suspicion of all strang- 
ers (and "foreign importations") 
gives place to the usual and natural 
hospitality inherent in the Canadian 
people. 



AN EPOCH MAKING REPORT. 

At no tim«< in the history of the 
labor movement in America has there 
been such wide spread interest in a 
government investigation as is now 
bqing evinceil in the report and con- 
clusions of the Commision on ln\ 
dustrial Relations, of which Frank P. 
Walsh, of Kansas City, Mo., was 
Chairman. Washington is being be- 
sieged with countless thousands of re- 
quests for copies of this report. The 
first edition published by the govern- 
ment has already been exhausted and 
efforts are now being made to have 
congress appropriate money to have 
its circulation meet the extraordinary 
demand. 

To meet the demand for a digest of 
the facts contained in this epoch mak- 
ing report, a vest pocket edition, com- 
piled by Fred D. Warren, with a fore- 
word by Frank P. Walsh, is being 
published by The People's College, 
Fort Scott, Kansas. All of the vital 
facts contained in' the Commission's 
Report are to be found in this little 
book. The language of the report re- 
mains unchanged in this digest. An 
index arrangement enables the reader 
to quickly find any fact of particular 
interest. The book sells for twenty- 
five cents. 



able to follow the story regularly. 

GATHERING IN THE SUCCESS. 
HE AFFAIR was a success, that 
everyone knew. Yet how much 
of a success? That was a 
question yet to be answered, 

When the committee got together 
to settle up they found on their hands 
a tangled thread of accounts, some 
bills to pay, quite a little money with 
which to pay them, and even more 
standing out. Some effort had been 
made to get all people to settle for 
their tickets on or before the night of 
the affair, yet they had not been 
successful in enforcing this good 
resolve. They had mailed out tickets 
to all the Socialists and sympathizers 
whose names they could get, and they 
were quite sure that some of those 
tickets had been used. There remained 
the problem of getting the money 
from them. 

The only thing to do was to get outj 
after it. The city was divided into j 
districts, and one "captain" was 
selected to take charge of each 
district. Each member of the league 
was then enlisted on the collecting 
squad and, by dividing up the work in 
this way, in charge of responsible' 
comrades, the task became far smaller 
that had at first been imagined. 

A letter requesting settlement was 
first sent to each person who had re- 
ceived tickets and who had not paid 
for them. In this letter was also the 
suggestion that a Comrade would call 
during the following week, and a re- 
quest that the money or tickets be< 
either settled before that time, or else 
th most convenient night sated on 
which hey could receive a member of 
the Committee. A surprising number 
of settlements were received in this 
way, and the committee had no 
trouble in getting settlements from 

the vast majority of those visited. ' 

* * * * 

THERE WAS another result of the 
affair, they found a large number of 
names of prospective members on 
their hands. Each young fellow or 
girl when they came into the big hall, 
had been handed a fancy little 
souvenir called a "Remembrance 
Card". This neat little bit of paste- 
board was perforated down the center, 
it expressed a word of welcome and 
suggested that the recipient keep one 
half of the card, (which contained the 
time and place of the League's meet- 
ing, and an invitation to join) and 
that he write his name on the other 
half and turn it in to the committee. 
The purpose to which these names 
were to be put, as stated on the card, 
was to furnish the means of notfica- 
tion of other good times. They had 
collected over 200 of these names and 
had besides about fifty applications, 
signed in response to an appeal for 
membership by one of the speakers. 
This was undoubtedly an asset to the 
league. The point was, how to get 
the benefit of it. 

A very intersting social was 
planned and the date set about three 
weeks ahead. The Y. P. S. L. orchestra 
promised to turn out in full force, and 
as fine a program as possible was 
arranged. No expense was to be spar- 
ed in making this a really interesting 
affair. To each of the names they had 
on their now tabulated lists was sent 
an invitation to attend this free af- 
fair, and in this way they took in 
more than fifty members at their next 
business meeting. These members 
were all admitted under probation for 
three months, and were subject to 
investigation by the membership com- 
mittee. These precautions, tho seem- 
ingly extravagant, proved necessary 
in only two cases, yet had they not 
been provided for it is quite possible 
that the new influx of membership 
might have disrupted the old league. 
Members, by tens and scores came in 
from time to time after that, but they 
were assimilated and the league grew 
in membership and influence. 



Colored Cartoons 



NEW EDITION — NEW PICTURES 

A treat to young and old. A selection of Ryan Walkers besl 
cartoons with the added attraction of colors. 

32 pages, (5x13 Vz inches) of colored comic cartoons. 
352 inches of rollicking; sure-enough fun. 

THESE ARE THE 

New Adventures 
of Henry J3ril>l> 

Thousands of copies of Henry Dubb cartoons have been already 
sold. This is a new edition, with new pictures, in three colors. 
They make a hit as soon as seen. 

They will sell like hot cakes at street meetings, lectures, and to 
individuals. Every father who wants his son and daughter to 
comprehend the struggles of the workers will want to give this 
book of pictures to them. They will bring a smile on the face 
of any grouch. Even the dullest mind can understand when 
taken in Walker's "easy-to-take" doses. 

Single copies 10c postpaid 

25 copies $2.00 postpaid 

100 copies $6.50 express paid 

SOCIALIST PARTY, 803 W. MADISON ST., CHICAGO, ILL. 



YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPT. 

Organization — Education — Solidarity. 



WILLIAM P. KRUSE - 



- Director 



To reach the nation's youth with the 
message of Socialism and to brine them 
into the organized Socialist movement 
through Young People's Socialist Leagues. 

Address all communications to: 
Socialist Party Young People's Dept., 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 



ORGANIZATION. 
Oakland, Cal., lias finally decided to join 
the National Y. V. S. L. and pi crises its hearty 
support to all its work. 

A call for dates for the Krusc lecture tour 
will (ro out immediately after tho new yew. 
The tour will take in only the Eastern States, 
and will begin about the in id lie of April. 'Ihc 
number of dates in Htri<;My limited so liti- 
liiediate action should be taken on receipt of 
the particulars. 

* • » * 

Every member of the National Exucut.ive 
Committee expressed liis lieai'ty endowment 
of the work now beintr done by the Y. P. S. L., 
and all look to the eoniiii:.T y.var to br-nt? even 
greater progress and growth to >n. T.' the 
Leagues will all do their sliai'e as most of 
them have 1 in the pa<t year, '"t wilt go ahead 
with leaps and bounds. Remember, this is your 
National Office, and that vou siioulO feel the 
need of YOUR interest, and help in its work, 
A Happy and a Busy New Year to you all. 
> » * » 

The North i^ide Chicago Y. 1". S. I., ran what 
was perhaps the biggest Yipsel pffair in the 
history of the city. An audience of 1600 people 
lor six big speakers, "The S4econd-utory Man", 
and a big concert orchestra, 1 Wincing and So- 
cialist "eats" were other enjoyable features. 

Lansing, Mich., has provided for weekly 
meetings in a permanent headquarters. They 
expect better progress from now on. 

Fitchburg, Mass.v tho but recently organized, 
is showing uood grow th. They were represented 
at the State Convention, and i.re preparing a 
program of lectures and debates. 

» * * » 

"Preparedness", a miw one act dramatic 
sketch on the question of the hour is now on 
sale by the National Office. Price 25c per 
copy, B for $1. 

• » » • 

The Constitutional amendment proposed by 
the N. J. State Committee has been seconded 
by Lynn, Mass.; 39 members. The substitute 
by the Pennsylvania State Committee has been 
seconded by Pittsburg Jewish. 110 members: 
Cincinnati, O.. 21 members; North Side, Chi- 
cago, 40 members. 



IN THE WORLD OF LAEOR. 



By Max 8. Hayes. 



WHEN FINALLY the membership 
list went above the 200 mark it was 
found impractical to continue in the 
old way. With so large a membership 
it was impossible for all to take s|i 
active part in the affairs, or to get 
the fullest benefit of the advantages 
ordinarily derived from Y. P. S. L. 
membership. Occordingly they resolv- 
ed to divide into three "Circles" each 
with about 75 members, to establish 
themselves in different parts of the 
city, and to continue their work under 
better conditions. Provisions for the 
closest of comradely relations were 
made, and the best of co-operation 
prevailed between the units. They 
were all part of the same organization, 
and had merely divided for better 
chances at work. Their days of little 
doings were over, growth was to be 
even better and stronger now than 
ever before. 



MUSTERED OUT. 
Edward R. Allen, faithful worker In the 
cause of Socialism, a member of the Irwin, 
Pa., local died recently. His death will prove 
a serious loss to the organization as well ns 
the community in which he lived. 



HENRY DUBB TRffiS TO ENLIGHTEN FELLOW WORKER 



By Ryan Walker 
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The railway magnates of this coun - 
try are beginning to realize that the 
employes are in earnest in demanding 
the eight-hour day and time and one- 
half for overtime by next spring. The 
officials insist if the demands were 
allowed it would cost the railroads 
$300,000,000 more annually, and so 
they want to go to arbitration. The 
men know from experience what that 
means — a waste of much time, enor- 
mous expense and probably .little in 
the end for their pains. The arbitra- 
tion scheme will probably be turned 
down. 

* * * * 

In Holland the unemployment 
problem has reached an acute stage. 
The strongest single union is that of 
the diamond workers, who number 
about 12,000, with all skilled men in 
the organization. Hardly anyone is 
purchasing diamonds nowadays, and 
unemployment among those members 
ranges as high as 90 per cent. The 
government has entered into an ar- 
rangement with the unions whereby 
it pays one-half the sum paid for un- 
employed benefits into the treasuries 
of the organizations. 

Western Federation of Miners have 
sent out an appeal for financial as- 
sistance- to help them in defeating the 
attempt of the operators' combine in 
Arizona to destroy their local unions. 
There are 5,000 men battling for the 
right to organize. Governor Hunt is 
in ' sympathy with the men and the 
A. F. of L^has endorsed the request 
of the miners for aid. Send all con- 
tributions to F. B. Hocker, treasur- 
er of the committee, Box 611, Clifton, 
Ariz. 

* S: * * 

FRIENDS AND fellow-countrymen, 
get ready for another stiff boost in 
the high cost of living. President 
Wilson's "preparedness" campaign 
will have to be paid. True, the bank- 
ers and manufacturers will probably 
turn the hundreds of millions over to 
Uncle Sam, but that will only be done 
after they have collected those hun- 
dreds of millions from the common 
herd. Militarism comes high, but we 
must have it — at least so our great 
statesmen and captains of industry 
say. 

NINETY-FIVE per cent of the 
strikes that have taken place in 
Australia Thiriirg 1 the past 18 months 
were caused 1*ru market riggers 
increasing the cos* of living, says the 
Brisbane • Worker, which indicates 



Socialist 
Watch Fol> 



This is something new in mode! 
and design. The cut shown, here 
is exact size of the Fob — but, M) 
course does not disDlay its beaUTLti 
and uniqueness. The metal base" 
is made of oxidi"ed metal, with 
the emblem in th<> renter ir col- 
ors. The strap is of good leather. 




Price, single fobs $0.75 

One-half dozen . 3.50 

One dozen 6.00 - 

SPECIAL— Given free with club of 
twenty subscribers to The Ameri- 
can Socialist. 



National Office Socialist Party 

803 W. Madison St., Chicago, 111. 



EVOLUTION OF BANKING" 



THE POSITION of the Socialists 
on the Money Question is out- 
lined in the following extracts: 

From the COMMUNIST MANIFESTO 
ef 1848: 

Demand 5. Centralization of credit in 
the hands of the State, by means of a 
national bank with State capital and an , 
exclusive monopoly. - - 

From the Platform of the SOCIALISTIC""! 
LABOR PARTY, NEW YORK, lS84fc I 

Demand 5. The Government alone shall ' 
issue all money and such richt shall not , 
be delegated to any banking or other ■ 
private corporation. 

From the SOCIALIST PARTY Plat- 
form adopted by membership referendum, ; 
May, 1908: 

"The Government shall also loan money 
to states and municipalities without 
interest for the purpose of carrying on 
public works." 

From the SOCIALIST PARTY Plat- . 
form adopted by membership referendum, ; 
May, 1912: ; 

No. 6. The collective ownership 'inJT " 
democratic management of the 
and currency system." 

"The government also to establish em- 
ployment bureaus; TO LENI» MONEY 
TO STATES AND MUNICIPALITIES '■ 
WITHOUT INTEREST FOR THE PUR- 
POSE OF CARRYING ON PUBLIC 
WORKS, and to take such other measure* ' 
within its power as will lessen the wide- 
spread misery " of the workers caused by , 
the misrule of the capitalist class." 

There has been no discussion with- 
in the party on this subject and the 
comrades are not informed as they'i 
should be. The National Committee; 
will undoubtedly be entrusted with 
the responsibility of formulating the 
platform of the party for 1016 — and; 
submit it to a referendum vote. It 
will contain a financial plank in har- 
mony with the above submitted by 
the Committee on Banking, Bank.' 
Credit, Currency and Money System, 
of the United States. 

Comrade Robert H. Howe, a member 
of the Committee has written a book; 
"The Evolution of Banking" ,..;whierr 
every member of the party should; 
read in order to discuss the subject; 



banking; | 



